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60th  anniversary  for  church  antiques  show 

The  Sheffield  Antiques  Show  celebrates 


its  60th  anniversary  this  year.  The  show, 
sponsored  by  Old  Parish  Church,  is  the 
longest  continuously  running  antique 
show  in  Massachusetts.  This  year's 
show  will  take  place  at  Mt.  Everett  High 
School  on  Aug.  8,  9  and  10,  from  10am 
to  5pm  on  Friday  and  Saturday  and 
10am  to  4pm  Sunday  and  features  out- 
standing northeast  dealers,  a  bake  shop 
and  quilt  raffle.  Lunch  is  also  available. 
A  donation  of  $6  is  requested  on  admis- 
sion, which  goes  to  support  the  work  and 
ministry  of  the  church. 

The  inspiration  for  the  show  came 
from  the  church's  20th  minister,  the  Rev. 
Howard  Mather.  In  1948  he  enlisted 
the  support  of  two  spirited  Old  Parish 
women,  Ellie  Gilligan  and  Evie  Arm- 


but  the  show's 
planners  forgot 
about  the  chairs 
and  pianos  in  the 
sanctuary.  When 
he  returned  to 
preach  on  Sunday 
they  were  still 
there.  "He  was 
furious — and  he 
let  us  know  it!" 
Ellie  recalled. 
The  show 
continued  to  be 
held  at  the  church 
until  1967,  when 
it  moved  to  the 
third  floor  of 


strong,  who  rounded  up  15  local  antiques     tually  it  outgrew 


Back  in  the  1970s,  Old  Parish's  antique  show  was  held  on  the  third 
floor  of  Town  Hall.  It's  now  held  in  air-conditioned  comfort  at  the 
Town  Hall.  Even-    high  school.  More  pictures  on  page  3. 


dealers — as  many  as  the  church's  social 
hall  could  hold.  Then  Ellie  and  Evie  and 
other  church  women  went  to  work  clean- 
ing, sorting  and  moving  furniture  so  all 
the  dealers  would  fit  in.  The  hall's  high- 
backed  wooden  chairs  and  pianos  were 
a  particular  problem.  The  women  solved 


Town  Hall  and  in  1990  relocated  to  the  SHEFFIELD  TOWN 
high  school  gym.  In  2006,  due  to  by  the  FrTIHM  RFSI  //  TC 

oppressive  heat  in  the  gym,  the  show  was  CLLL.  /  IC//V  IxlL^jUL.  I  J 

shifted  to  the  air-conditioned  portions  of  On  May  12,  504  registered  voters 


the  school. 

Along  the  way,  the  show  has  changed. 
"It  took  us  60  years  to  get  it  right,"  accord- 


that  by  carrying  or  pushing  them  into  the     ing  to  Wayne  Joseph,  the  floor  manager 


sanctuary  and  lining  them  up  against  the 
walls.  According  to  Ellie,  "everyone  in  the 
church  and  town  was  very  cooperative 
and  our  first  show  was  a  huge  success." 

To  everyone  except  the  Rev.  Mather, 
perhaps.  Although  this  was  his  idea,  he 
had  already  planned  his  vacation  for  the 
same  week  as  the  show.  In  those  days 
it  ran  from  1 1  am  to  9pm,  Thursday 


for  this  year's  event.  For  the  first  40  years 
it  resembled  in  many  ways  what  we  know 
as  "Sheffield  in  Celebration"  today.  The 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
sponsored  a  separate  book  table.  Christ 
Church  sponsored  an  outdoor  art  show; 
Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  hosted  an  evening 
dinner.  There  was  a  farmer's  market,  a 


turned  out  for  the  town  elections.  Julie 
Hannum  was  re-elected  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  (receiving  406  votes).  She 
defeated  a  number  of  write-in  candi- 
dates including  George  Washington 
(nice  going,  Julie!). 

Kathy  Ness  was  elected  to  the  Library 
Board  of  Trustees  (receiving  424  votes), 
and  Bruce  Person  was  re-elected  the 
town  moderator  with  431  votes.  Write-in 
candidate  Tim  Fulco  was  elected  to  the 
one  open  seat  on  the  Planning  Board 
with  55  votes. 

Voters  also  approved  $100,000  in 


boutique,  and  delicious  lunches  on  the 
through  Saturday.  That  meant  everything     church  grounds.  For  many  years  Old  Par- 
had  to  be  removed  Saturday  night  before      ish's  organist,  Johan  Pearson,  even  offered  a    property  taxes  in  excess  of  the  limit 
Sunday  services  and  church  school.  noontime  recital  in  the  church's  sanctuary.      imposed  by  Proposition  2  V2  override,  by 

Apparently  the  dealers  cooperated,  Continued  on  page  3     264  to  233.  — Peter  Rowntree 
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The  Sheffield  Association,  publisher 
of  the  Sheffield  Times,  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  Fred  Gordon  and  Kathie 
Dean  have  joined  its  board  of  directors. 
Fred  has  long  been  one  of  the  Times's 
diligent  proofreaders.  Kathie  has  been 
helping  in  editing  copy. 

The  Sheffield  Association  was 
founded  in  2001  to  publish  the  Times, 


help  sponsor  Sheffield  in  Celebration 
and  otherwise  "foster  communica- 
tion among  the  people,  business,  and 
organizations  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls."  Other  members  of  the  board 
are  Pamela  Bloodworth,  Harry  Conk- 
lin,  Kathy  Orlando,  Peter  Rowntree, 
Andrea  Scott,  Don  Ward,  John  Wight- 
man  and  June  Wolfe. 


•                  THANK  YOU  TO  RECENT  CONTRIBUTORS!                    • 

*              Beth  Bartholomew 

Paul  J.  &  Carol  H.Collins 

Wesley  G.  McCain             * 

*              Robert  R  Stinson  & 

Bruce  S.  &  Marcia  T. 

Adolph  &  Jane  Pekrul          ' 

*                Donald  A  Cesario 

Fowle 

Peter  &  Ellen  Rowntree      * 

I              Ursula&  Walter  Cliff 

Barry  j  &  Suzan  B 

Mark  A.  Schaffer                ' 

•             Jean  L  &  Kevin  M  Curtis 

Friedberg 

Tamara  P.  Schrager            * 

•             Jean  E  Curtiss 

Edward  W.  &  Nancy  L 

Nancy  Smith                       * 

I              Philip  S.  &  Susan  J. 

Knapp 

Stanley  &  Susan  Telensky     * 

•                Detjens 

Ida  &  Ronald  G.  Leonard 

Tony  &  Carolyn  Ullrich       * 

•              Anne  &  Kery  Douglas 

Susan  Lushing 

Donald  &  Claire  Ward        I 

•              Peter  &  Patricia  Elsbach 

Robert  &  Sue  MacVeety 

Carolyn  &  Roy                   * 

•              Inez  S.  Flinn 

Richard  &  Judy  Magenis 

Wilkinson                       • 

•      We  appreciate  the  community 

's  support  and  generosity 

after  the  appeal  in  the     • 

•                last  issue!  If  we  missed 

anyone,  we'll  catch  you  in 

the  next  issue. 
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ANTIQUES  SHOW,  continued  from  page  1 


As  time  passed  the  clientele  changed 
and  the  show  focused  more  on  antiques. 
In  the  1960s  and  70s,  when  inflation  was 
running  above  10  percent/people  came 
flocking  in,"  according  to  Wayne.  They 
saw  antiques  as  a  hedge  against  rampant 
inflation.  A  hundred  or  more  people 
would  be  standing  in  line  an  hour  before 
the  show,  he  said.  "One  time  a  well- 
known  and  wealthy  patron  of  antiques 
came  and  spent  about  $40,000.  Made 
everybody's  show  that  year!" 

The  number  of  dealers  grew,  as  well. 
In  2007,  25  exhibitors  participated  in  the 
show,  some  driving  great  distances:  13 
from  New  York  state;  8  from  Connecticut, 
2  from  Massachusetts,  1  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  1  from  Rhode  Island.  Some 
145  businesses  placed  ads  in  the  show's 
program  book,  45  of  them  from  Sheffield. 

Robert  Sears  and  Harold  Tither  II  of 
Somers,  CT,  specializing  in  early  Ameri- 
can silver,  have  been  at  the  show  for  18 
years.  Sears  says  they  come  year  after  year 
because  "there  is  always  sufficient  business 
here."  Sears  had  attended  the  show  when 
it  was  held  on  the  third  floor  of  Town 
Hall.  "That  was  very  difficult,"  he  said. 
Goods  had  to  be  carried  up  three  flights 


of  stairs,  "and  it  was  hot  and  dirty." 

There  will  be  even  more  dealers  this 
year — 28  to  30,  according  to  Wayne — 
and  the  Sheffield  Antiques  Show  will  be 
better  than  ever.  It's  more  than  a  way  to 
help  support  one  of  our  town's  churches. 
It  is  also  a  town  tradition.  It's  appropriate 
that  the  longest  continuously  running 
antique  show  in  Massachusetts  be  held  in 
the  oldest  town  in  Berkshire  County. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


Top:  Back  in  the 
1970s,  Old  Par- 
ish Church  used 
a  mannequin 
and  a  hand- 
painted  sign  to 
advertise  the 
antiques  show  on 
the  town  green. 
Right:  Lunches 
used  to  be  served 
in  Old  Parish's 
social  hall. 


H-15-1G 


LANDMARK  VOLUNTEERS:  A  CHANCE  FOR  TEENS  TO  CONTRIBUTE 

This  summer,  five  separate  teams  of  13 
teenagers  will  descend  on  the  Berkshires 
to  clear  trails,  spruce  up  buildings, 
catalog  and  file,  usher  for  concerts  and 
do  grounds  maintenance  chores  at  eight 
Berkshire  institutions.  The  pairing  of 
these  willing  and  enthusiastic  young 
people  and  the  organizations  they 
serve  is  made  possible  by  Landmark 
Volunteers,  a  nonprofit  organization 
formed  in  1992  by  John  Hoyt  Stookey. 
Landmark  Volunteers'  core  philosophy 
is  that  young  people  are  an  integral  part 
of  society  and  have  something  unique 
and  important  to  contribute  if  given  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  The  first  program 
placed  93  students  at  11  sites.  Last  year, 
over  600  students  served  58  nonprofit 
organizations  across  the  U.S. 

High  school  students  from  coast 
to  coast,  and  occasionally  from  over- 
seas, apply  for  admission  to  Landmark. 
I  l><:ir  acceptance  is  merit-based.  Work 
at  nearly  all  the  sites  consists  of  two 


weeks  of  manual  labor  and  may  also 
include  working  with  the  handicapped 
and  disabled,  or  with  farm  animals  and 
abandoned  pets.  Tlie  participants  earn 
80  hours  of  community  service  credit 
for  their  efforts.  They  also  travel  to  new 
places,  learn  about  alternate  cultures, 
practice  the  dynamics  of  teamwork  and 
make  lasting  friendships. 

An  adult  team  leader  supervises 
each  group  of  teens  during  the  two- 
week  sessions.  A  number  of  local  men 
and  women  have  served  as  team  leaders. 
Among  them  are  Hilary  Russell,  Jesus 
Ibanez,  Will  Conklin,  Meg  and  Kate 
Emberlin,  Gordon  Soules  and  Jeremy 
Vallianos.  This  summer,  Kate  Vallianos 
will  lead  a  team  at  the  Teton  Science 
Schools  in  Wyoming  and  Katy  Dalton 
will  lead  teams  at  The  Ark  Animal 
Shelter  in  Maine  and  the  Norman 
Rockwell  Museum  in  Stockbridge. 
Two  local  organizations — the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Great  Barrington 


Rotary  Club — have  sponsored  Land- 
mark volunteers. 

This  summer,  Landmark  volunteers 
will  be  giving  back  to  the  community  at 
these  South  County  sites:  Gould  Farm, 
the  Norman  Rockwell  Museum,  Tangle- 
wood,  Naumkeag,  The  Mission  House  in 
Stockbridge,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  the 
Nature  Conservancy's  Schenob  Brook 
site;  as  well  as  working  with  the  Berkshire 
Natural  Resource  Council.  Two  Sheffield 
students,  Daniel  Lowenstein  and  Gabriel 
Ibanez,  are  2008  Landmark  volunteers. 
Past  Berkshire  sites  include  Chester- 
wood,  The  Mount,  Hancock  Shaker 
Village,  Berkshire  South  Community 
Center,  Shakespeare  &  Company,  Vent- 
fort  Hall  and  Berkshire  Scenic  Railway. 

So,  watch  for  those  teens  in  the  Land- 
mark T-shirts!  For  more  information 
about  Landmark  Volunteers  programs, 
visit  www.volunteers.com  or  call  Land- 
mark Volunteers  at  229-0255. 

— Pauline  Clarke 


Community  News 


ANDY  PETERSEN  AT  LIME  KILN  FARM:  WHEN  WORK  IS  NOT  WORK 


What  was  once  a  neighbor's 
farmland  and  a  place  to  indulge 
his  boyhood  pursuits  of  hiking 
and  hunting  is  once  again  under 
the  watchful  eye  and  helping 
hands  of  Andy  Petersen,  a  life- 
time Sheffield  resident.  When 
Andy  was  a  boy,  the  Lime 
Kiln  Farm  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
on  Silver  St.  was  owned  and 
farmed  by  the  Rinaldo  Mac- 
chi  family.  Cows  grazed  in  the 
meadows,  and  hay  was  piled 
high  in  the  mow  above  the  wide 
barn  doors.  The  farm  pond, 
alive  with  snakes  and  snapping 
turtles,  dared  only  the  bravest 
to  swim. 

The  barn  is  gone  now,  re- 


Mass  Audubon 
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placed  by  a  parking  lot  and  a  split 
rail  fence.  A  sign  at  the  entrance  lets  people  know  this  is  a  Mas- 
sachusetts Audubon  Society  Wildlife  Sanctuary.  The  248 -acre 
parcel,  most  of  which  was  donated  in  1990  by  previous  owners 
Edna  Sheinhart,  Dorothy  Garfein  and  Marguerite  Darkow,  has 
been  made  accessible  to  the  public  for  hiking,  snowshoeing  and 
skiing,  observing  wildlife  and  taking  nature  photographs. 

Andy  is  a  hometown  boy  if  there  ever  was  one.  He  joked 
that  when  he  was  filling  out  the 
job  application  there  was  a  request 
for  his  resume.  "That  was  an  easy 
one,"  he  said.  "I've  worked  at  the 
same  place  for  25  years."  He  works 
at  Gulotta's  Mobil  Station,  first  for 
Santi  and  now  for  his  sons,  Tony 
and  Eddie. 

He  has  the  rugged  outdoor 
look  of  a  hunter  and  woodsman. 
Conversation  with  him  reveals 


Andy  Petersen  takes  care  of  the  new  Audubon  sanctuary  on  Silver 
St.  in  addition  to  his  long-time  job  at  Gulotta's  Mobile  Station. 


deep  respect  for  the  land. 
"I've  been  on  that  property 
%    all  my  life.  I've  hunted  on 
I     all  the  land  around  it  and  I 
i    used  to  play  at  the  old  lime 
|j    kiln.  Now  I  go  out  there  and 
go  for  a  walk,"  he  says  of  his 
H    responsibilities  as  caretaker 
m    and  patroller  of  the  property, 
I    "and  I  check  things  out  on  a 
I    regular  weekly  basis." 

One  of  Andy's  tasks  is  to 
keep  clear  die  improved  farm 
roads  and  widened  animal  trails 
so  visitors  can  access  the  forests 
and  high  meadows  and  explore 
the  century-old  lime  kiln  (in  op- 
eration from  1909  tol912)  for 
which  the  sanctuary  is  named. 
'I  mow  in  die  summer,  plow  in 


The  Audubon  Society's  Lime  Kiln  Wildlife  Sanctu- 
ary on  Silver  St.  is  open  every  day,  7am  to  dusk.  It 
features  two  miles  of  trails  through  rolling  hayfields, 
lowlands,  limestone  ridge  and  outcrops  and  decidu- 
ous and  conifer  forest.  For  a  few  years  in  the  early 
20th  century,  limestone  was  quarried  and  turned  into 
lime  in  the  kiln  still  standing  today.The  sanctuary  is 
part  of  the  14,000-acre  Schenob  Brook  Drainage 
Basin  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern. 


the  winter,  and  answer  visitors'  questions  the  best  I  can." 

"Andy  is  our  eyes,  ears,  and  hands  there,"  says  Rene 
Laubach,  director  of  the  Berkshire  Wildlife  Sanctuaries  who 
oversaw  the  entire  Lime  Kiln  Farm  project  from  start  to  fin- 
ish. "He  maintains  the  trails,  posts  signs,  and  keeps  an  eye  on 
things  in  general." 

"I  love  to  be  out  in  the  woods,"  Andy  says."To  be  paid  to 

do  something  I  love  is  just  a  plus." 

Look  for  And}7  when  you  visit 
Lime  Kiln  Farm  Wildlife  Sanctuary. 
It's  located  on  Silver  St.  in  Sheffield, 
1.1  miles  from  Route  7.  Access  is 
free  to  Sheffield  residents.  You  can 
also  call  413-637-0320  or  visit  the 
website  at  www.massaudubon.org 
for  a  complete  schedule  of  programs 
at  the  sanctuary. 

— Pauline  Clarke 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 
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Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barring-fen,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


WHERE  DO  CSAs  COME  FROM?  OR,  HOW  THE  WOLFES  BECAME  FARMERS 


When  June  Wolfe  was  a  little  girl,  she  decided  to  grow  a 
vegetable  garden.  Her  mother,  not  the  vegetable  gardening  sort, 
would  only  permit  little  June  a  small  plot  on  top  of  a  hill  past 
the  woods  near  her  home.  Within  the  week,  renegade  rabbits 
decimated  the  crops,  and  little  June  grew  up  to  be  a  writer.  So 
how  does  she  come  to  be  half  of  the  energy  behind  Hewins 
Street's  Wolfe  Springs  Farms  CSA,  Sheffield's  new  entry  into 
the  Eat  Local  movement? 

Redirected  by  rabbits  from  agriculture  to  literature,  after 
college  she  began  writing  for  an  environmental  group  in  North 
Carolina.  "It  was  kind  of  the  dawn  of  the  carbon  footprint'  con- 
sciousness in  those  days,"  recalls  June,  "and  it  got  me  thinking 
for  the  first  time  about  how  I  did  absolutely  nothing  to  mitigate 
my  own  effect  on  the  environment." 

Realizing  she  couldn't  transform  her  whole  existence  over- 
night, June  set  a  goal  for  herself  to  take  one  step  each  new  year's 
day  to  reduce  her  personal  impact  on  the  planet,  and  to  give 
herself  a  year  to  integrate  it  completely  into  her  routine.  At  the 
same  time,  fate  directed  her  to  an  apartment  building  where 
the  previous  tenants  had  talked  the  landlord  into  letting  them 
establish  a  communal  garden  for  the  whole  complex. 

June  credits  those  pioneering  gardeners  with  teaching  her 
the  first  things  she  learned  about  organic  gardening.  And  as 
her  awareness  of  the  carbon  footprint  notion  grew,  so  did  the 
garden  and  June's  awareness  of  where  most  of  our  food  comes 
from:  trains,  trucks  and  planes. 

When  she  met  Jim  Wolfe,  she  found  a  kindred  spirit  in 
these  concerns.  The  two  decided  that  raising  chickens  was  a 
good  place  to  start,  since  Jim's  family  had  experience  in  this 
arena,  and  June  recalls  building  "the  Taj  Mahal  of  chicken 
coops"  while  hugely  pregnant  with  son  Seamus.  Twelve  weeks 
later  they  harvested  their  first  birds,  and  proudly  sat  down  to 
find  the  hand-raised,  free-range,  local  meat  they  had  produced 
to  be  inedible. 

"Jim's  sister  had  a  good  laugh  at  our  expense,"  recalls  June. 
"She  said  he  should  have  remembered  you  can't  eat  it  the  day 
you  butcher!"  So  a  chicken  joined  ranks  with  the  rabbits  on  the 
faculty  of  Lessons  Learned  the  Hard  Way,  and,  undaunted,  Jim 
and  June  continued  in  their  quest  to  grow  most  of  what  they 
feed  their  family. 

Some  20  years  after  her  awakening,  June  continues  her  an- 
nual resolution.  After  reading  Barbara  Kingsolver's  Animal,  Veg- 
etable, Miracle,  June  told  Jim  she  was  considering  either  giving 
up  plastic  water  bottles  or  vowing  to  be  a"locavore"  for  a  year, 
following  Kingsolver's  lead  in  eating  nothing  grown  outside  her 
home  region.  Jim  logged  on  to  the  Internet  immediately  and 
bought  June  two  Kleen  Kanteen  stainless  steel  water  bottles, 
but  the  die  had  been  cast. 

June  began  considering  turning  Wolfe  Springs  Farm  into 
a  CSA,  short  for  "community  supported  agriculture,"  in  which 
people  become  "subscribers"  to  a  farm  in  return  for  a  weekly  al- 
lotment of  farm  produce,  sharing  the  bounty  and  the  risk  of  each 
year's  crops.  The  CSA  movement  started  30  years  ago  in  Japan, 
and  now  there  are  more  than  1 ,000  such  enterprises  in  the  U.S. 

June  says  much  of  the  impulse  came  from  the  community 
Their  neighbors  are  aware  that  the  Wolfes  grow  what  they 
eat  and — since  they  began  appearing  at  the  Sheffield  Farmers' 
Market — many  of  them  eat  what  the  Wolfes  grow.  Customers 


and  friends  began  asking  when  the  Wolfes  would  take  the  leap, 

"There  are  lots  of  people  who  share  our  concerns  but  lack 
the  experience  or  space  to  grow  their  own  food.  And  I  think 
they  are  looking  for  more  than  a  local  food  source — they  are 
craving  a  kind  of  root  knowledge  that  we  are  excited  to  provide," 

June  says  the  CSA  notion  just  makes  sense  for  farmers.  The 
sale  of  memberships  brings  in  capital  in  the  spring,  when  seeds 
and  the  like  must  be  purchased.  The  number  of  members  and 
when  those  members  pick  up  their  weekly  share  guides  the 
farmer  in  how  much  to  plant  and  how  much  to  harvest — no 
more  picking  all  day  for  the  market,  only  to  come  home  and 
feed  most  of  it  to  the  pigs. 

The  Wolfes  sold  six  full  memberships  this  year,  which  was 
their  goal.  Says  member  Rene  Wood,  "It's  wonderful  to  go  over 
each  Friday  and  have  the  anticipation  of  seeing  what's  waiting 
for  me.  So  far  it  has  been  tender,  delicious  greens,  herbs  and 
sprouts,  June  has  rounded  out  these  early  weeks  with  annu- 
als for  my  garden.  I've 
signed  up  for  fresh  eggs 
each  week — huge,  unbe- 
lievably good  stand  up 
and  salute'  eggs.  I  can't 
wait  for  the  summer  to 
unfold,"  In  addition  to 
vegetables,  meat,  eggs 
and  eventually  fruit  are 
on  the  farm  menu. 

"It  helps  that  we  are 
preaching  to  the  choir," 


MORE  ABOUT  CSAs 

Wolfe  Springs  Farm  is  one  of 
several  CSAs  in  the  Sheffield 
area.  Others  include  Farm  Girl 
Farm  and  Indian  Line  Farm  in 
Egremont  and  Mahaiwe  Harvest 
in  Housatonic. 

To  find  out  more  about  the 
CSA  movement,  visit  www. 
localharvest.org/csa. 


says  June.  "It  would  be  more  of  an  uphill  struggle  if  we  had  to 
sell  the  very  idea  of  local  food  along  with  the  memberships. 
Around  here  people  are  awake  to  this  kind  of  concern." 

The  Wolfes  hope  to  triple  their  membership  next  year. 
With  just  over  an  acre  in  cultivation  this  year,  and  already  very 
tired,  the  big  question  as  they  consider  expansion  is  the  labor 
force.  But  the  Wolfes  already  have  a  line  on  another,  more  basic 
avenue  of  expansion:  the  calendar. 

"Most  CSAs  operate  from  May  to  Thanksgiving,"  says  June. 
"That  leaves  half  the  year  unaccounted  for."  This  is  where  the 
root  knowledge  comes  in.  A  commercial  kitchen  is  planned,  and 
so  are  communal  "putting  by"  days  where  the  basics  of  canning 
and  preserving  and  otherwise  using  what  comes  from  the  farm 
are  covered.  But  June  doesn't  see  it  as  a  learning  experience  so 
much  as  a  community-building  one.  "It's  true  what  they  say, 
you  know — many  hands  do  make  light  work.  But  it's  also  just 
a  good  way  to  catch  up  with  friends."  Jim's  family  gets  together 
to  butcher  chickens,  and  her  family  gathers  for  Corn  Day,  or  to 
put  up  40  quarts  of  tomatoes. 

Says  member  Rene  Wood,  "Our  town  was  so  fortunate  that 
June  and  Jim  bought  Eleanor  Griffiths'  land  and  kept  it  as  a 
farm.  I  hope  everyone  who  can  support  them  will,  along  with 
all  the  town's  other  farms,  and  help  them  succeed.  It  seems  the 
least  we  can  do  to  enjoy  the  landscapes  they  are  preserving." 

As  for  June's  resolution  in  year  #21,  June  says  it's  too  early 
to  say  for  sure  what  the  next  frontier  will  be. "Probably  solar," 
she  mused.  But  she  had  to  get  back  to  planting  cabbages. 
Watch  for  news  of  a  Sauerkraut  Day  come  fall. 

,  — Janet  Elsbach 


Community  News 


BERKSHIRE  CHORAL  FESTIVAL:  I  HEAR  AMERICA  SINGING 


"I  hear  America 
singing."  Walt  Whit- 
man's great  metaphor 
captures  in  just  four 
words  the  excitement 
and  very  real  joy  of 
choral  singing. 

Every  summer, 
dozens  of  choral 
singers  descend  on 
Sheffield  to  attend 
the  Berkshire  Choral 
Festival,  held  on  the 
campus  of  Berkshire 
School.  They  come 
from  all  over  the 
U.S.  and  abroad, 
from  all  different 

backgrounds,  but  they  have  at  least  one     tria;  and  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
thing  in  common:  they  love  to  sing.  For     In  May  2009,  BCF  will  be  part  of  the 
many,  a  week  spent  at  BCF  is  the  choral    famed  Prague  Spring  Festival  in  the 
version  of  Baseball  Fantasy  Camp.  Czech  Republic. 

They  immerse  themselves  in  music — in  BCF  is  an  organization  devoted  not 

classes,  voice  lessons  and  rehearsals.  only  to  the  singers  of  today,  but  also  to 


The  culmination  of  each  week's  immersion  in  music  at  the  Berkshire  Choral  Festival's 
Sheffield  program  is  a  gala  public  concert  on  Saturday  night. 


They  work  closely  with  BCF's  profes- 
sional musical  staff  of  10  professional 


and  the  northeast 
premiere  of  Mack 
Wilberg's  "Requiem," 
a  gorgeous  tonal  and 
lyrical  work  that  was 
finished  in  2006  here 
in  the  Berkshires. 
(One  of  BCF's  board 
members  loaned 
Wilberg  her  home 
for  a  month,  and  in 
exchange,  BCF  was 
given  the  premiere.) 
The  concert,  on 
Sat.,  July  12,  will  be 
conducted  by  Craig 
Jessop,  former  direc- 
tor of  the  Mormon 
Tabernacle  Choir,  and,  like  all  the 
concerts,  it  will  feature  soloists  and  the 
large  Festival  Chorus. 

On  July  19,  Carl  OrfF's  rollicking 
"Carmina  Burana"  will  be  performed. 
Based  on  a  medieval  manuscript  from 
the  1200s,  the  music  centers  on  glut- 
tony, drinking,  gambling,  women  and 
love.  It  is  music  that  pounds  and  roils 


the  singers  of  the  future.  Over  the  past 

15  years,  the  BCF  Apprentice  Program 
faculty  and  8  apprentices,  getting  inside     has  prepared  more  than  100  young 
the  music  and  the  text.  And  best  of  all,      choral  musicians  for  professional  careers,    and  makes  your  feet  tap  and  your  body 
they  have  access  to  some  of  the  world's       Today,  former  apprentices  hold  profes-        dance.  This  concert  will  be  conducted 
finest  choral  conductors  and  one  of  the      sional  positions  as  singers  at  the  Lyric  by  Tom  Hall,  music  director  of  the 

best  orchestras  in  Massachusetts,  the         Opera  of  Chicago,  the  Miami  Opera  and     Baltimore  Choral  Arts  Society,  and 
Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra.  Deutsche  Oper  Berlin  and  as  conductors     also  includes  the  stirring  Finale  of 


at  BCF's  Vancouver  venue  is  comprised 
entirely  of  former  BCF  Apprentices. 
Thirty  per  cent  of  the  Sheffield  faculty 

has  similarly  come  up  through  the  ranks      the  Queen  of  Sheba  (and  her  famous 

'Arrival''  music)  and  King  Solomon. 


In  their  free  time — the  afternoons  at  universities,  colleges  and  high  schools 

between  rehearsals — the  singers  explore      around  the  country.  The  musical  staff 
the  Berkshires  and  its  cultural,  histori- 
cal, and  environmental  richness.  They 
go  to  the  museums,  antique  shops  and 
restaurants,  to  theatre  and  dance  perfor- 
mances. On  Thursday  afternoons  they 
give  an  informal  concert  on  the  veranda 
at  the  Norman  Rockwell  Museum, 
Perhaps  you've  seen  them  in  a  shop  or  at 
the  gas  station.  They  hum,  they  whistle, 
they  sing.  They  can't  help  themselves. 

The  Choral  Festival,  now  in  its 
27th  year  in  the  Berkshires,  lasts  four 
weeks  in  Sheffield,  with  a  new  roster  of 
participants  arriving  every  Sunday.  Each 
week  culminates  in  a  concert  given  for 
the  public  on  Saturday  night. 


Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony. 

On  July  26,  the  program  will  be 
one  of  Handel's  most  beautiful  and 
lively  oratorios,  "Solomon,"  with  its  Old 
Testament  characters  and  stories  of 


of  the  organization. 

Each  year  BCF  invites  local  high 
school  students  and  Berkshire  Chil- 
dren's Chorus  singers  to  participate  as 
"Berkshire  Scholars."  This  year  some  25 
high  school  and  college-aged  choristers 
will  attend  on  that  basis,  receiving  a  full 
scholarship  of  tuition,  musical  scores, 
and  lessons  with  BCF  faculty. 

This  year's  Sheffield  season  begins 
in  early  July  with  some  of  the  very  best 
lyrical  American  choral  music,  includ- 


The  program  has  over  6,000  alumni,  ing  Randall  Thompson's  "Frostiana: 
several  of  them  local  singers.  In  addition  Seven  Country  Songs"  (including  set- 
to  the  program  in  the  Berkshires,  which  tings  of  "The  Road  Not  Taken",  "Stop- 
lasts,  BCF  also  holds  singing  weeks  in  phig  by  Woods  on  a  Snowy  Evening", 
Canterbury,  England;  Salzburg,  Aus-  and  "Choose  Something  Like  a  Star") 


The  title  role  will  be  sung  by  American 
countertenor  Ian  Howell,  supported 
by  a  cast  of  soloists  especially  skilled  in 
the  Baroque  musical  style.  The  concert 
will  be  conducted  by  Kent  Tritle,  music 
director  of  New  York's  Musica  Sacra  and 
the  Oratorio  Society  of  New  York. 

The  final  concert,  on  August  2,  is 
called  "Water  Music  from  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,"  with  music  focusing  on  the 
sea  and  longing  for  those  who  are  far 
away  from  home.  John  Rutter's  lovely 
arrangements  of  "The  Keel  Row,"  "I 
Know  Where  I'm  Going"  and'Afton 
Water"  are  juxtaposed  by  two  rarely 
heard  sea  chanty  settings.  "Shallow 


The  Choral  Festival  includes  several 
"Berkshire  Scholars"  each  year,  through 
a  program  that  provides  scholarships  for 
local  high  school  and  college  students. 

Brown"  and  the  rollicking  "Scotch 
Strathspey  and  Reel"  ("What  do 
you  do  with  a  drunken  sailor?")  by 
the  Australian  composer  and  pianist 
Percy  Grainger,  scored  for  orchestra, 
guitars,  xylophones,  and  other  instru- 
ments. The  centerpiece  of  the  evening 
is  Ralph  Vaughan  Williams's  massive 
"A  Sea  Symphony,"  setting  texts  from 
Walt  Whitman's  Leaves  of  Grass,  each 
movement  exploring  a  different  aspect 
of  the  sea.  It  is  a  choral  symphony  that 
uses  the  sea  as  a  metaphor  for  humans 
who  are  driven  to  undertake  journeys 
toward  self-discovery,  much  as  they 
are  driven  to  probe  the  secrets  of  the 
vast  oceans. 

All  the  concerts  take  place  in  the 
Rovensky  Concert  Shed  at  Berkshire 


School.  Each  is  preceded  by  a  free  talk 
at  6:45pm  by  musicologists  and  cultural 
historians,  designed  to  give  insight  into 
the  evening's  music.  Come  early  and 
have  a  quiet  picnic  on  the  lovely  grounds 
of  Berkshire  School. 

Ticket  prices  range  from  $15-$45 


and  are  available  by  mail,  phone  or 
Internet.  For  further  information  on 
the  Festival,  visit  www.choralfest.org  or 
phone  the  box  office  at  229-1999. 

I  hear  America  singing... singing, 
with  open  mouths,  their  strong  melodi- 
ous songs.  — Trudy  Weaver  Miller 
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SHEFFIELDS  OF  THE  WORLD:  The  Great  Sheffield  Internet  Discovery  Expedition 
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The  Great  Sheffield  Internet  Discovery         Danes.  The  Viking  influence  is  particu- 
Expedition  was  launched  earlier  this  year      larly  seen  in  local  place  names  and  in  the 
by  John  Errington  of  Sheffield,  Yorkshire,     distinctive  Yorkshire  dialect.  Sheffield's 
England.  John,  who 
was  named  a  Member 
of  the  Order  of  the 
British  Empire  by  the 
Queen  for  forging  -    , 

links  between  UK  high 
schools  and  schools  in 
the  developing  world, 
is  a  high  school  science 
teacher  in  Sheffield,  .1  '" 

England,  hereinafter  rh;- 

called  "Sheffield  No.  1." 
John  mistakenly  sent 
an  email  intended  for  a 
fellow  teacher  to  a  high 
school  in  Sheffield,  Ala- 
bama. He  reported  this 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  his  own  Sheffield, 
who  mentioned  that  he  was  aware  of  at 
least  three  other  Sheffields  worldwide. 
John  investigated  via  the  Internet  and 
found  15  more  within  a  week.  After  a  lot 
of  emailing,  including  correspondence 
with  our  own  Mt.  Everett  high  school 


Once  dominated  by  heavy  industry 
and  "dark,  satanic  mills,"  Sheffield  is 
now  proud  to  have  over  two  million 
trees,  more  per  person  than  any  other 
city  in  Europe.  Over  60  percent  of  the 
city's  land  is  now  green  space.  Sheffield 
faced  hard  times  in  the  late  20th  century 
when  steel  and  coal  industries  waned — 
see  the  movie  "The  Full  Monty" — but 
the  city  is  now  experiencing  a  tremen- 
dous revival.  It  is  the  home  of  two 
universities,  with  Sheffield  University 
having  a  major  international  reputation. 
It  is  also  home  to  two  topnotch  football 
teams,  Sheffield  United  and  Sheffield 
Wednesday.  Authors  Bruce  Chatwin 
and  Margaret  Drabble  were  born  here, 
as  was  musician  Joe  Cocker  and  Monty 
Python's  Michael  Palin. 

Sheffield,  MA,  (pop.  3,470  people, 
reputation  as  a  producer  of  ironmongery,    2,488  cows).  The  oldest  town  in  Berk- 
knives,  cutlery  and  high  quality  steel  shire  County,  Sheffield  was  incorporated 
products  dates  back  as  far  as  Chaucer's        in  1733  and  is  celebrating  its  275th 
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Sheffield  No.  1,  in  Yorkshire,  England 


time  (14th  century)  but  grew  to  par- 
ticular prominence  when  Samuel  Fox 
started  the  famous  Sheffield  steel  works 
in  1842.  For  its  production  of  steel,  the 


birthday  this  year. 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  our  town 
was  not  named  by  some  fat  and  gouty  earl 
or  duke  of  Sheffield  but  by  early  settlers 


principal  Glen  DeVoti  and  with  Sheffield     city  was  a  vital  contributor  to  the  British     who  wanted  to  curry  favor  with  the  colo- 


Town  Hall,  the  total  now  stands  at  28. 

John  got  the  idea  of  forming  an 
international  club  of  Sheffields  and 
Sheffielders — in  particular,  high  school 
students — around  the  world.  He  sees  it 
as  an  "amazing  cross-curricular  adventure 
taking  in  geography,  history,  citizenship, 
information  technology,  English,  pho- 
tography and  media  studies."  His  plans 
include  the  setting  up  of  a  website  where 
people — especially  young  people — in 
each  Sheffield  can  communicate,  share 
ideas  and  concerns  and  generally  con- 
verse about  what  it  means  to  live  in  a 
town  called  Sheffield. 

Here  are  some  of  them: 

Sheffield  No.  1  (pop.  525,000),  is 
situated  160  miles  northwest  of  Lon- 
don, close  to  the  major  Ml  motorway. 
The  city  got  its  name  from  the  River 
Sheaf,  as  in  "sheaf  of  corn."  Situated 
in  South  Yorkshire  at  the  foot  of  the 
Penines,  the  bony  backbone  of  northern 
England,  the  Sheffield  area  has  been 
occupied  since  the  last  Ice  Age  and 
was  settled  by  both  Anglo-Saxons  and 


war  effort  and,  as  a  result,  received  some 
of  the  harshest  bombing  in  the  Blitz 
during  World  War  II.  Sheffield  is  also 
known  for  its  Sheffield  plate,  which  is 
high-quality  silver  fused  onto  copper. 


Our  Sheffield,  in  the  Berkshires,  Massachusetts 


nial  governor  who  hailed  from  Sheffield 
No.  1,  who  may  or  may  not  have  been  fat 
and  gouty.  Our  Sheffield's  Gillian  Het- 
tinger originally  hails  from  Deepcar,  close 
to  Sheffield  No.  1,  where  her  house  was 
named  "Royd  House,"  "royd"  being 
a  Norse  word  meaning  "clearing  in 
the  woods." 

She  has  given  the  same  name 
to  her  house  here  on  Miller  Ave.  In 
Sheffield  No.  1,  her  great-grand- 
father was  in  partnership  with 
steel  magnate  Samuel  Fox,  and 
her  grandmother  ran  the  Sheffield 
Labour  Exchange.  Peter  Rowntree, 
Gillian's  co-author  of  this  article, 
is  another  Yorkshireman  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  from 
northern  Yorkshire  when  he  was 
eight  years  old.  He  is  descended 
from  a  line  of  chocolate -making 
Quaker  Rowntrees  who  thought 
it  would  be  best  if  the  working 
man  drank  hot  cocoa  rather  than 
demon  gin. 

Sheffield,  AL,  (pop.  9,652). 
Sad  to  say,  this  Sheffield,  not  ours, 
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is  probably  the  best-known  Sheffield 
in  the  world  after  Sheffield  No.  1.  It  is 
famous  as  the  home  of  the  legendary 
Muscle  Shoals  recording  studios  where 
the  Rolling  Stones,  Aretha  Franklin, 
Wilson  Picket,  Cher,  Paul  Simon  and 
Joe  Cocker  have  all  recorded.  (We  do 
have  our  own  claim  to  musical  fame  with 
Tom  Ingersoll  and  Todd  Mack.) 

Sheffield,  OH  (pop.  2,949)  was 
founded  in  1815  and  is  located  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  about  50  miles  west 
of  Cleveland.  It  was  named  by  trans- 
plants from  our  own  Sheffield,  includ- 
ing Roots  and  Bushnells,  the  latter 
setting  up  an  institute  for  black  educa- 
tion in  a  then  very  racist  Ohio.  This 


Sheffield  became  an  important  way 
station  on  the  underground  railway. 

Other  Sheffields  around  the  world 
include  one  in  Illinois,  founded  in  1852 
and  named  after  a  Joseph  Sheffield, 
a  railroad  engineer,  and  Sheffields  in 
Iowa,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Maine,  Montana,  South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota,  Vermont  and  Texas — 
which  has  two. 

Nine  more  Sheffields  can  be  found  in 
New  Brunswick,  Ontario,  Ireland,  South 
Africa,  Jamaica,  Japan,  Tasmania,  New 
Zealand  (again  with  two)  and  Japan.  The 
last  one  may  be  something  of  a  fraud.  It 
is  thought  to  have  changed  its  name  from 
something  with  a  more  Japanese  flavor  to 


boost  its  exports,  particularly  of  cutlery, 
by  stamping  them  "Made  in  Sheffield." 

Joe  Kellogg  was  seen  to  go  green  with 
envy  when  he  heard  that  Sheffield  No.  1 
has  a  Lord  Mayor  replete  with  wig,  robe 
and  gold  chain  of  office. 

John  Errington  says  that  The  Great 
Sheffield  Internet  Discovery  Expedi- 
tion has  now  been  fully  incorporated 
into  school  programs  in  Sheffield  No. 
1.  Other  Sheffields  should  stand  by  for 
messages  from  British  schoolchildren. 
Readers  will  be  kept  informed  and  if 
anyone  has  ideas  of  what  else  to  do  with 
all  this  fascinating  information,  please  ' 
let  us  know. 

— Gillian  Hettinger  and  Peter  Rowntree 
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HELP  FOR  PROBLEMS  WITH  BEAVERS  FROM  MSPCA 

Beavers  were  trapped  nearly  to  extinction  for  their  fur,  but  they 
are  making  a  comeback  and  re-claiming  much  of  their  former 
range.  That's  good,  says  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. "Beavers  create  rich  wetland 
habitats  that  benefit  many  other  species,  including  humans." 

But  beavers  can  cause  problems.  They  eat  the  inner  bark  of 
trees  and  fell  trees  to  build  dams.  Their  activities  can  plug  culverts 
and  raise  water  levels,  which  can  affect  wells  and  septic  systems." 

To  protect  trees,  wrap  them  with  fence  wire,  leaving  enough 
room  for  tree  growth,  with  fencing  high  enough  to  protect  the 
tree  when  snow  cover  allows  the  beavers  to  reach  higher  up. 

Flooding  problems  can  be  dealt  with  by  installing  devices 
that  keep  the  water  level  from  rising  high  enough  to  cause 
problems  for  people,  but  deep  enough  to  provide  beavers  with 
habitat.  Thanks  to  a  grant  from  the  Nion  Robert  Thieriot 
Foundation,  the  MSPCA  has  funding  to  assist  with  the 
installation  of  these  water  flow-devices.  Any  individual,  town, 
business  or  organization  in  Berkshire  County  can  participate  in 
this  program.  To  qualify,  the  site  must  be  suitable,  and  the  per- 
mission of  the  landowners  and  the  local  Conservation  Commis- 
sion must  be  obtained.  Requests  will  be  accepted  in  2008  until 
funding  is  exhausted,  considered  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 


received.  Send  a  letter  with  details  of  the  site  and  your  budget 
constraints  to:  Linda  Huebner,  Deputy  Director,  Advocacy, 
MSPCA  Western  New  England,  171  Union  St.,  Springfield, 
MA,  01105,  or  you  can  email  Lhuebner@mspca.org  or  phone 
413-750-7623. 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1 :30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
4  1  3.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 
www.SheffieldHistory.org  ' 


Community  News 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Old  Parish 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  (UCC),  the 
largest  denomination  in  Massachusetts 
with  400  churches,  will  be  ringing  their 
church  bells  to  call  attention  to  global 
warming.  Beginning  with  the  church  in 
Williamstown  on  June  22  and  proceeding 
with  UCC  churches  in  all  four  corners 
of  the  state,  congregations  will  ring  their 
bells  350  times. 

That  number,  says  environmental 
author  Bill  McKibben,  is  the  latest 
scientific  estimate  of  how  much  carbon 
dioxide,  in  parts  per  million,  is  a  safe 
level  in  the  atmosphere.  McKibben  is 
coordinator  of  the  worldwide  350. org 
campaign,  which  aims  to  make  sure 
world  leaders  who  meet  in  Copenhagen 
in  December  2009  "don't  bend  to  the 
special  interests  and  instead  meet  the 
targets  science  has  laid  out."  The  atmo- 
sphere currently  holds  about  385  parts 
per  million.  For  more  information,  see 
www.350.org. 

The  Rev.  Jill  D.  Graham,  pastor  at  First 
Congregational  of  Sheffield,  asked  her  con- 
gregation to  ring  for  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  state.  Due  to  concerns  about  ringing 
the  historic  bell  in  the  273-year-old  meeting 
house  that  many  times,  the  church  will  ring 
cow  bells  in  honor  of  the  rural  nature  of  our 
community  along  with  the  mighty  steeple 
bell.  (Cow  bells  are  needed,  if  you  have  one 
you  can  loan  the  church.) 

Sunday  morning,  July  6,  has  been  cho- 
sen for  Sheffield  to  hear  the  call  to  solve 
the  problem  and  preserve  the  wonderful 
world  we  have  been  given. 


Sheffield  Food  Pantry 

Volunteers  needed.  Three  new  house- 
holds joined  the  Sheffield  Food  Assis- 
tance Program  this  month,  for  a  total 
of  27  households  and  82  people,  and 
a  32  percent  rise  since  early  spring.  As 
a  result  of  this  increased  demand,  we 
need  a  new  team  of  four  people  to  take 
turns  coming  every  Monday  morning 
from  8:45-10:30.  Call  Marcia  Brolli  at 
229-2624  for  more  information. 

Saturday  pick-up  needed.  Berk- 
shire Grown  has  bought  us  two  Com- 
munity Supported  Agriculture  shares 
from  Farm  Girl  Farms  in  Egremont. 
We  need  someone  to  deliver  the 
produce  to  the  program  on  Saturdays. 
Hours  are  flexible. 

A  massive  thank  you.  To  Under- 
mountain  School  for  a  fantastic  year — 
every  month  we  received  boxes  of  food, 
date  checked  and  packed  in  easily  carried 
boxes,  from  the  elementary  classes.  To  the 
Postal  carriers  for  another  table  so  full  of 
food  it  took  us  hours  to  put  away.  To  the 
Girl  Scouts  in  Sheffield  and  Mill  River 
for  cookies  (every  family  received  at  least 
two  boxes)  and  food  for  the  shelves.  To 
the  mystery  donors  who  drop  off  food 
at  Berkshire  Bank.  To  the  local  churches 
who  continue  to  collect  and  deliver  food. 
To  the  folks  who  send  us  checks  unbid- 
den that  let  us  buy  hot  dogs,  hamburger, 
chicken  and  extras.  — Marcia  Brolli 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Sheffield  has  the  most  farms  of  any 
town  in  Berkshire  County. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEYFALLS 

Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denomi- 
national), 355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage 
(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School 
(ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 
care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr., 
Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  11 56  Ashley 
Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty 
LeGeyt,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruc- 
tionist),  North  St.  5284197.  Friday,  8pm  & 
Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on  the  answering 
machine,  including  special  services 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528- 
6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday: 
10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 
Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Unitarian  Universaiist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire. 

Meets  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main 
St.  528-4850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm 
service.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180 

Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy 
Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care; 
Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev. 
Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7 
&  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist,  640  North  Main  St.  229-0400.  Sun- 
day: 9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am  Worship 
Service,  6pm  Evening  Service,  Wednesday:  7pm 
Bible  Study.  Barton  Keller,  Pastor 

Old  Parish  (Congregational),  125  Main  St.  229- 
8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday  School, 
10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Shef- 
field 7:30am,  9am  Masses,  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 
Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N. 
Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org. 
Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship.  9:30am 
Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group 
Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  George  Karl 


Financial 
Freedom 
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Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 
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COLLABORATION,  A  WAY  TO  SOLVE  SCHOOL  FINANCE  WRANGLE? 


At  its  June  2  meeting,  Sheffield's  Board 
of  Selectmen  voted  to  approach  the 
boards  of  selectmen  of  the  other  four 
towns  in  the  school  district  about 
ways  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District  could  collaborate  with 
Berkshire  Hills  Regional  School  Dis- 
trict, including  perhaps  even  merging. 
Sheffield  officials  hope  that  a  five-town 
meeting  will  be  held  soon. 

The  move  could  settle  the  school 
budget  differences  that  have  been 
simmering  between  the  towns  since 
Sheffield  voted  at  its  2007  town  meeting 
to  switch  to  the  "statutory  method"  of 
allocating  the  towns'  respective  shares 
of  the  school  budget  assessment.  The 
switch  saved  Sheffield  about  $310,000 
and  Alford  a  lesser  amount,  offset  by 
increased  contributions  by  the  other 
three  towns  in  the  SBRSD — Egremont, 
New  Marlborough  and  Monterey. 

The  Sheffield  suggestion  came  after 
the  three  towns  comprising  the  Berk- 
shire Hills  district  (Great  Barrington, 
Stockbridge  and  West  Stockbridge) 
overwhelmingly  passed  a  non-binding 
warrant  item  approving  the  addition  to 
the  district  of  one  or  more  new  member 
towns  with  the  objective  of  assisting  the 
existing  members  and  the  district  "in 
their  mutual  planning  for  the  future." 

"The  rationale  is  primarily  two-fold: 
demographics  and  finances,"  said  Julie 
Hannum,  chair  of  the  Sheffield  Board 
of  Selectmen.  "All  school  districts 
are  facing  these  common  issues.  The 
shrinking  population  of  school-age 


children  is  a  problem  not  just  in  our 
own  area,  but  across  the  county  and 
statewide.  Financial  expenses  related  to 
school  operating  budgets  continue  to 
escalate,  so  sharing  of  resources  where 
possible  makes  good  sense."  A  declining 
enrollment  means  less  state  aid,  which 
makes  it  more  difficult  for  the  schools 
to  provide  specialized  courses  or  pro- 
grams tailored  to  the  needs  of  different 
groups  of  children. 

Over  the  years,  consolidation  of  the 
two  districts  or  some  lesser  type  of  cost- 
sharing  arrangement  has  been  urged  as  a 
way  to  save  money.  The  districts  cur- 
rently share  some  services  and  programs. 

Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield  Town  Admin- 
istrator, noted  that  the  selectmen  would 
like  to  explore  the  entire  spectrum  of 
collaboration,  "from  sharing  a  copy 
machine  to  full  merger."  He  points  out 
that  the  timing  could  be  right  for  more 
extensive  sharing,  as  of  superintendents 
and  administrative  staffs.  The  superin- 
tendents of  both  districts  have  recently 
resigned  or  given  notice  of  retirement, 
the  SBRSD  will  pay  off  the  debt  on  its 
school  buildings  in  two  years  and  the 
regional  agreement  among  the  five  towns 
in  the  SBRSD  will  be  up  for  renegotia- 
tion in  2011. 

Even  if  all  eight  towns  agreed  on  a 
merger,  it  could  easily  take  two  to  five 
years  to  study,  negotiate  and  structure 
the  terms  of  a  mutually  satisfactory 
arrangement. 

Meanwhile,  there  is  other  fallout 
from  the  school  budget  issue: 


♦  At  their  town  meeting  in  May, 
Monterey  voters  voted  overwhelmingly 
to  keep  the  town's  kindergarten  school 
open  even  though  only  a  few  students 
are  expected  to  attend  the  school  in  the 
fall.  School  committee  minutes  report 
that  closing  it  would  have  saved  the 
SBRSD  around  $100,000  in  the  coming 
fiscal  year  (not  $145,000,  as  reported  in 
the  Sheffield  Times  special  election  issue). 

♦  On  May  29,  New  Marlborough 
filed  suit  against  Sheffield,  the  SBRSD 
and  the  Dept.  of  Education  for  breach 
of  contract  arising  out  of  Sheffield's 
switch  to  the  statutory  method  for  FY 
2008.  The  suit  demands  $168,000  in 
damages  plus  legal  fees.  The  $168,000 
figure  is  the  additional  amount  paid  by 
New  Marlborough  to  make  up  part  of 
the  shortfall  in  the  assessment  resulting 
from  Sheffield's  action. 

The  complaint  charges  that  Shef- 
field violated  a  provision  in  the  regional 
agreement  among  the  five  towns  in  the 
district  that  stipulates  that  the  "alterna- 
tive method"  be  used  in  determining 
the  allocation.  Sheffield's  position  is 
that  this  provision  violates  state  law  and 
regulations  issued  by  the  Dept.  of  Edu- 
cation and  is  therefore  unenforceable. 

Town  officials  have  indicated  that 
they  are  hopeful  that  the  state  Attorney 
General  will  defend  the  town  in  the 
litigation,  reducing  legal  fees  payable 
by  the  town.  The  lawsuit  could  delay 
the  resumption  of  negotiations  among 
the  five  towns  and  complicate  efforts  to 
resolve  the  budget  dispute. 
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Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-229-0330    fax  413-229-0399 
residence  413-229-7776 

P.O.  Bo*  909,  81  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 


Orchard  Shade 
Bed  &  Breakfast 


999  Hewins  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

413-229-8463 

www.orcbardshadc.com 
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PROFILE:  MARCIA  FRIEDMAN,  SHEFFIELD  POTTER 
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"I  love  the  feel  of  clay,  and  when  I  am 
working,  I  try  to  make  each  piece  say 
something  special.  My  styles  and  glazes 
change  a  lot  because  I  enjoy  experiment- 
ing with  shape  and  color.  What  remains 
essentially  the  same  about  my  work  is  its 
earthy  quality  and  flow." 

Ceramic  artist  Marcia  Friedman  was 
talking  about  her  work  as  she  showed 
a  visitor  around  her  studio  in  Sheffield. 
The  studio  is  filled  with  a  staggering 
number  of  works  in  an  astonishing  num 
ber  of  styles,  as  her  work  has  evolved 
over  40  years  from  the  conventional  and 
functional  to  the  more  abstract. 

"There  have  been  quite  a  few  ceramists  whose  work  I  admire, 
but  two  images  remain  etched  in  my  mind,"  said  Marcia.  "One 
that  caught  my  attention  was  from  an  article  in  Ceramics 
Magazine  about  a  potter  in  Fort  Collins,  CO.  He  was  a  mountain 


I 


Marcia  Friendman  and  an  array  of  her  pottery,  inspired  by  organic  forms 

pieces  have  just  traces  of  color,  the  glaze  so  delicately  applied  as 

to  be  barely  detectable. 

"Her  work  is  very  strong,"  said  a  gallery  owner  who  recently 

visited  her  studio. 

For  most  of  the  time  Marcia  has  worked  with  clay,  selling 
climber  and  the  ridges  and  colors  of  rocks  were  deeply  embedded     and  displaying  her  work  was  not  part  of  her  artistic  thinking.  "I 
in  his  work.  There  was  something  so  organic  about  his  work,  and     didn't  get  my  own  wheel  until  1989 — a  landmark  day!"  Shordy 
I  like  the  process  of  building  things  organically.  The  other  was  the     after  that,  she  got  her  own  kiln. 

picture  of  a  piece  of  pottery  in  the  bottom  of  a  shallow  pond.  It  Marcia  studied  art  at  Hunter  College,  the  Art  Students 

resembled  an  abalone  shell — iridescent  blue-black — as  if  to  invite     League  and  the  School  of  Visual  Arts  in  New  York  City;  After 
a  creature  to  inhabit  it.  Both  possessed  the  organic  earthiness  I  a  short  time  in  Europe,  she  worked  as  an  art  restorer  in  New 


try  to  incorporate  in  my  pottery. 

Marcia's  medium  is  stoneware.  She  makes  her  wares  in 
various  ways — using  the  slab  technique,  throwing  pieces  on  the 
wheel  and  rolling,  the  technique  used  in  her  latest  pieces.  She 
experiments  with  glazes,  using  color  "to  divide  space,"  she  says, 
often  mixing  raw  areas  with  glazed  portions  on  a  piece.  She 


York  and  later  in  the  Berkshires.  In  those  days,  artists  themselves 
learned  the  chemistry  and  other  skills  needed  in  restoring  art. 
After  moving  to  the  Berkshires  with  her  then-husband,  a 
painter,  and  their  two  children — now  grown  with  their  own 
children — she  became  administrator  or  executive  director  for 
various  arts  organizations,  such  as  the  Southern  Berkshire  Corn- 


makes  her  own  glazes,  gleaning  recipes  from  books,  and  experi-      munity  Arts  Council.  Creativity,  she  believes,  comes  in  all  shapes 


menting  with  the  five  components:  flow,  depth,  the  amount  of 
clay,  and  the  oxides  and  carbonates  for  coloring. 

"I've  lost  kiln-loads  of  pottery  because  I  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  glazes,"  she  says. 

She  calls  herself  a  minimalist,  using  glazes  and  washes  very 
sparingly,  often  just  dripping  them  onto  a  surface.  Some  of  her 


... 


and  forms.  She  baked  a  lot  of  bread  ("same  as  working  clay"), 

experimented  with  making  screens;  took 
jobs  in  widely  different  fields;  painted 
her  own  house. 

She's  done  a  lot  of  volunteer  work, 
too.  She  has  been  on  the  board  of  the 
Sheffield  Friendly  Union,  steward  of 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall  in  Sheffield, 
and  on  the  outreach  committee  of  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust.  She's  served  with  several  performing  arts 
groups.  "With  two  children  I  had  to  get  out  of  die  house  and  do 
somediing!"  She  is  currendy  on  die  Board  of  the  Taconic  Learning 
Center;  organizing  trips  and  classes  of  various  kinds. 

Her  creations  are  currently  at  the  Hanback  Gallery  in 
Lenox,  and  will  be  featured  in  a  solo  show  at  Berkshire  Fine 
Handcrafts,  431  North  St.,  Pittsfield,  for  two  weeks  in  late  July. 
The  opening  reception  will  be  held  Sat..  July  19.  3 -6pm.  Her 
work  will  remain  on  display  until  Aug.  2.  Gallery  hours  are 
Tuesday  to  Saturday  10am-5pm.  — Rae  Eastman 

The.  "shell  vase"  at  left  is  perfect  jor  holding  a  seashell  collection;  above, 
some  of  the  pieces  in  the  show  at  Berkshire  Fine  Handcrafts. 
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Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

Muqtada  al-Sadr,  the  Shia  Revival,  and 
the  Struggle  for  Iraq  by  Patrick  Cock- 
burn  (Scribner,  2008). 

If  asked  to  name  the  greatest  villain 
in  the  Iraq  quagmire,  many  would  pick 
Muqtada  al-Sadr,  the  Iraqi  cleric  who 
controls  a  Shiite  army.  The  first  English 
language  biography  of  Muqtada,  this 
book  has  been  hailed  as  a  "must  read" 
book  on  modern  Iraq,  because  of  the  light 
it  sheds  on  this  enigmatic,  influential  and 
dangerous  figure  (known  as  the  "Mulla 
Atari"  because  he  paid  more  attention 
to  video  games  than  his  religious  studies 
while  a  student  at  a  Shia  seminary)  and 
on  his  militia,  the  ill-trained  and  some- 
times ill-controlled  Mehdi  Army.  It's  also 
been  praised  for  its  description  of  the 
many  different  factions  of  the  Iraqi  Shia 
sect  and  their  frequently  hostile  relation- 
ships with  each  other  and  with  Iraq's  Shia 
neighbor  Iran. 

According  to  Seymour  Hersh  of  the 
New  Yorker,  author  Cockburn  is  "quite 
simply  the  best  western  journalist  at  work 
in  Iraq  today."  An  award-winning  Irish 
reporter  for  the  London  Independent, 
he  has  been  writing  extensively  about 
Iraq  for  more  than  30  years.  He  has  an 
extraordinarily  broad  list  of  Iraqi  sources 
for  a  western  writer  and  a  real  knack  for 
getting  them  to  talk. 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield  4 1 3-229-7004 
HOURS 

Tuesday-Thursday  1 0-5 

Friday  1 0-8 

Saturday  1 0-5 

Sunday  2-5 

Monday  Closed 


The  "Shia  Revival"  mentioned  in  the 
book's  title  refers  to  the  struggle  of  the 
Shia  (not  just  in  Iraq  but  also  in  the  rest 
of  the  Arab  Middle  East  and  in  Afghani- 
stan and  Pakistan)  to  end  their  centuries- 
old  domination  by  the  Sunni.  Muqtada, 
the  scion  of  a  long  line  of  Shia  activist 
clerics,  is  the  principal  proponent  of  this 
cause.  (Most  senior  Iraqi  Shia  clerics, 
like  the  reclusive  Ayatollah  Ali  al-Sistani, 
hold  that  they  should  concentrate  on 
spiritual  matters  and  steer  clear  of  politics 
except  in  special  circumstances,) 

Cockburn  notes  that  early  as  the 
month  following  the  invasion,  Muqtada 
started  to  provide  health  care,  clean 
water  and  other  services  to  the  wrenched 
residents  of  the  Sadr  City  area  of  Bagh- 
dad. While  recognizing  that  he  is  an 
idealistic  Iraqi  nationalist  with  deep 
seated  religious  beliefs, 
Cockburn  paints  him  as 
a  tough-minded,  cau- 
tious pragmatist  and  a 
shrewd  and  experienced 
politician  who  has 
demonstrated  his  willing- 
ness to  compromise  with 
his  opponents  (even  the 
hated  Sunnis)  for  the 
greater  good  of  the  Shiite 
nation  of  Iraq.  Is  he  the 


most  villainous  of  them  all?  While  he  has 
a  brutal  side,  the  competition  for  that  title 
is  too  fierce.  But  he  is  determined  to  drive 
the  U.S.  out  of  Iraq  and  is  certainly  one 
of  our  most  formidable  opponents. 

At  the  moment,  Muqtada  and  the 
Mehdi  Army  seem  to  be  on  the  defensive. 
They  have  been  forced  out  of  many  of 
their  strongholds  in  the  Sadr  City  area  of 
Baghdad  and  southern  Iraq  by  the  Iraqi 
army  (controlled  by  Prime  Minister  al 
Maliki  and  other  more  moderate  Shiite 
factions)  with  U.S.  support  and  into  an 
uneasy  truce.  Absent  his  removal  from 
the  scene  (something  that  U.S.  troops 
have  tried  to  arrange  several  times),  he 
will  remain  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with. 
As  Hersh  says,  Muqtada  "will  play  a  huge 
role  in  the  power  struggle  that  is  sure 
to  come."  — Peter  Rowntree 


LIBRARY  NEWS 


Wedding  benefits  book  fund.  The  Library  thanks 
(and  congratulates!)  Kathie  Dean  and  Fred  Gordon, 
married  on  May  3 1  at  the  home  of  Ann  and  Bob  Shanks 
in  Sheffield. Thoughtfully,  they  stipulated  that  contribu- 
tions be  made  to  the  Library's  Book  Acquisition  Fund  in 
lieu  of  wedding  gifts.  — Peter  Rowntree 


READING  FOR  KIDS 

A  Mango  Shaped  Space  by  Wendy 
Mass  (Little  Brown  &  Co.,  2005). 

One  day  in  third  grade,  Mia  stands 
at  the  chalkboard  trying  to  do  a  math 
problem.  She  is  hoping  the  bell  will  ring 
and  she  won't  have  to  finish  it.  To  pass 
the  time,  she  fills  in  the  correct  color 
for  each  number,  thinking  her  teacher 
will  understand.  To  Mia's  surprise,  the 
teacher  is  mad  and  says  that  Mia  was 
disrupting  her  class.  That  is  when  she 
realizes  that  not  everyone  sees  in  colors 
as  she  does. 

Four  years  later  Mia  hasn't  told 
anyone  else  about  her  secret,  until 
one  day,  struggling  through  her  math 
homework,  she  can't  stand  it  anymore. 
She  decides  to  tell  her  parents.  She 
explains  how  she  has  trouble  with  math 


Library  Friends  add  members.  Fred  Gordon  and 
Kathie  Dean  also  recently  became  members  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library,  and  Fred  was  voted  in  as  a 
member  of  the  Friend's  board  of  directors.   — RR, 


ana  roreig  i  languages 


Centennial  of  the  Library  building.  Save  the  date! 
On  Sat.,  Sept.  20,  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  will  cel- 
ebrate the  centennial  of  the  library  building,  the  former 
Sheffield  Center  School. All  former  students  are  invited 
to  submit  their  memories  or  mementos. The  birthday 
party  will  be  at  the  old  Pine  Knoll  playground  behind 
the  library,  weather  permitting.  Contact  Lovina  Gulotta 
at  229-2876  and  mail  your  reminiscenses  to  her  at  P.O. 
Box  338,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257.  Watch  for  further  post- 
ings at  the  Sheffield  town  website  and  at  the  Library. 

— Fred  Gordon 


d  foreign  L 
because  numbers,  letters 
and  sounds  all  have 
colors  and  shapes  to 
her.  Her  parents  finally 
find  a  doctor  who  can 
explain  to  them  that  Mia 
has  synesthesia,  a  rare 
but  real  neurological 
syndrome  that  connects 
senses  in  unusual  ways. 
Some  people  associate  not  only  colors 
but  tastes  and  scents  with  the  things 
they  see  and  hear. 

The  rest  of  this  fascinating  novel  tells     to  see  how  Mia  coped  with  her'dis- 
how  Mia  copes  with  her  diagnosis,  in  ability,"  eventually  coming  to  see  it  as  a 

relationship  to  the  people  close  to  her.         gift.  I  would  definitely  recommend  this 

I  had  never  heard  of  synesthesia,  great  novel  for  ages  10  and  up. 

and  I  think  it  is  a  very  interesting  topic  — Hazel  ilhbacb,  age  12 


for  a  book.  I  think  it  is  well  written: 
with  very  believable  characters,  dia- 
logue and  situations.  It  was  interesting 


13 


Village  Green 


APPOINTMENTS  TO  TOWN  BOARDS  AND  COMMITTEES 


Under  the  Board  of  Selectmen's  new 
board  appointments  policy,  residents 
who  wish  to  serve  on  an  appointive  town 
commission  or  other  official  board  were 
required  to  indicate  their  interest  to  the 
Selectmen  by  June  2.  The  board  made 
these  appointments  at  its  regular  meeting 
on  June  16. 

School  Committee.  The  candidates 
were  Eric  Blackburn,  Jack  Pollitt,  Dennis 
Sears  and  Vito  Valentini.  Blackburn  and 
Pollitt  were  appointed.  An  elected  school 


committee  was  approved  at  town  meet- 
ings in  May,  but  elections  can't  occur  any 
sooner  than  November  (and  they  may 
have  to  be  scheduled  later  to  conform 
with  state  regulations). 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals.  The 
candidates  for  the  one  open  position 
for  regular  membership  were  Bart 
Elsbach,  John  Arthur  Miller,  Rene 
Wood  and  Barbara  West.  Elsbach  will 
join  Eric  Carlson  and  Peter  Rowntree, 
whose  terms  on  the  board  are  still 


ongoing.  The  three  candidates  for  the 
three  alternate  positions  were  Eric 
Blackburn,  Jim  Collingwood  and  David 
West;  all  were  appointed.  There  will 
be  another  round  of  appointments 
once  the  Attorney  General  approves 
the  expansion  of  the  board  to  five  as 
adopted  at  May's  town  meeting. 
Board  of  Health.  The  Board 
appointed  two  of  their  number,  Julie 
Hannum  and  Dave  Macy,  to  the  two 
open  positions.  '     — Peter  Rowntree 


TRANSFER  STATION  BILLING  SYSTEM  TO  CHANCE 


If  you  want  dump  stickers  for  the  coming  year,  you'll  have  to 
ask  for  them.  Effective  Aug.  18,  the  Town  will  change  the  way  it 
charges  for  use  of  the  transfer  station  on  Barnum  St. 

In  the  past,  all  property  owners  received  an  annual  bill  from 
the  town  for  use  of  the  Transfer  Station  in  the  coming  year.  If 
residents  made  other  arrangements  for  disposing  of  trash,  such 
as  using  a  commercial  hauler  or  bringing  it  to  their  own  place  of 
business,  they  could  apply  for  an  abatement  of  most  of  the  fee. 
Except  for  a  few  exceptional  cases,  residents  still  had  to  pay  a 
small  fee  because  it  was  assumed  that  they  would  take  advantage 
of  the  recycling  and  bulky  waste  services  available  at  the  transfer 
station.  This  system  generated  a  lot  of  paperwork  for  the  Tax 
Collector  and  Selectmen's  offices  as  well  as  for  residents. 

Beginning  this  summer,  no  bills  will  be  issued  by  the  town. 
If  you  use  the  transfer  station,  you  pay  a  fee  and  receive  a 
sticker.  If  you  don't  use  it,  you  pay  no  fee.  Residents  wishing  to 
use  the  transfer  station  for  FY  2009  will  have  to  contact  the 
Tax  Collector's  office  themselves  to  get  their  new  dump  stick- 
ers. Residents  will  receive  a  reminder  notice.  If  you  wish  to  just 
use  the  transfer  station  for  recycling  and  bulky  waste,  you  may 
purchase  a  limited  sticker  or  pay  on  a  per-use  basis. 

Since  the  transfer  station  is  operated  as  an  "enterprise  fund" 
and  must  pay  for  itself  without  relying  on  property  taxes,  the 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 
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ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 
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PHONE:  413-229-8624 


fee  will  be  increasing  to  $129  per  year  ($85  for  senior  citizen 
property  owner/residents  70  or  older).  You  can  purchase  dump 
stickers  by  visiting  the  Tax  Collector's  office  at  Town  Hall,  or 
get  them  through  the  mail,  by  sending  a  check,  license  plate 
number(s)  and  a  self- addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Tax  Col- 
lector, Town  of  Sheffield,  P.O.  Box  367,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Current  stickers  are  valid  until  Aug.  17,  2008.  After  that 
date,  a  new  sticker  will  be  required.  Call  the  Town  Administra- 
tor's office  at  229-7000,  ext.  152,  with  any  questions. 


WASTE  DISPOSAL 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  household  hazardous 
waste — insecticides,  oven  cleaner,  mercury  thermometers, 
rechargeable  batteries,  etc. — on  Sat_,July  12,  at  the  Lee  Dept. 
of  Public  Works,  45  Railroad  St,  9am  to  noon. 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  oil-based  paint  and  motor 
oil  on  Wed.,  July  30,  at  the  Lenox  Dept  of  Public  Works,  275 
Main  St.,  4:30  to  6:30pm.  Latex  paint  is  not  accepted;  empty  or 
dried-up  paint  cans  can  be  disposed  of  with  regular  trash,  as  can 
empty  cans  of  oil-based  paint  and  solvents. 

Pre-registration  is  required.  Call  413-445-4556,  ext.  17 
or  e-mail  amandad@cetonline.org. 


Dawn  O'Neii's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewins  Street 

Ashley  Fails,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 
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ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  TASK  FORCE 

The  Economic  Development  Task  Force  continues  to  make        Plan's  overall  goal  of 
progress  on  developing  a  draft  Economic  Development 
Plan.  The  draft  plan  will  be  presented  to  the  public  and  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  on  Mon.,  July  21,  at  7pm  at  the  Board 
of  Selectman's  meeting.  Everyone  is  invited  to  the  presen- 
tation— public  feedback  is  important.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
draft  plan  will  be  ready  to  be  posted  to  the  town's  web  site 
prior  to  the  meeting. 

The  task  force's  draft  plan  begins  with  Sheffield's  Master 
Plan's  Economic  Development  recommendations  and  projects 
them  forward.  It's  meant,  as  the  plan  says,  to  be  "a  guide  for  the 
board  of  Selectmen,  town  boards  and  the  community  in  consid- 
ering policies,  actions  and  initiatives  for  economic  development  in     Berkshire  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Catherine  Miller,  retired 
the  Town  of  Sheffield."  In  addition  to  complementing  the  Master     businesswoman  and  current  board  member  on  many  local 


SHEFFIELD  AGRICULTURAL 
COMMISSION 

Howden  Farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.will 
be  hosting  the  annual  Massachusetts 
Farm  Bureau  Legislative  picnic  on  July 
27  at  1 :30pm. The  public  is  welcome. 

identifying  "eco- 
nomic growth  opportunities  in  keeping  with  the  community 
character  and  quality  of  life  in  Sheffield." 

After  the  public  meeting  on  July  21,  the  task  force  will 
finalize  the  plan  and  make  its  recommendations  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  for  appropriate  actions. 

In  addition  to  Vinette,  task  force  members  are  Julie  Han- 
num,  chair,  Board  of  Selectmen;  Joe  Kellogg,  Town  Adminis- 
trator; Jason  Ostrander,  economic  development  specialist  for 
U.S.  Congressman  John  Olver;  Kevin  Schmitz,  co-owner  of 
The  Marketplace;  Brian  Killeen,  executive  director,  Southern 


Plan,  it  is  designed  to  "provide  an  action- oriented  guideline  to 
furthering  economic  stability  and  smart  growth  principles." 

The  task  force  has  had  several  presentations  from  businesses 
already  in  Sheffield  or  looking  to  come  here,  in  addition  to 
input  from  over  100  surveys  returned  by  local  businesses.  From 
these  surveys,  and  their  own  experiences,  members  of  the  task 
force  developed  a  chart  of  strengths,  weaknesses,  opportunities 
and  threats  to  help  guide  the  plan. 

The  Task  Force  has  benefited  from  the  expertise  of  Rich 
Vinette,  who  is  doing  the  actual  writing  of  the  plan.  Rich  heads 
the  Town  of  Lee  Community  Development  Corporation  and  is 
provided  to  Sheffield  through  a  grant  administered  by  Berk- 
shire Regional  Planning  Commission. 

In  addition  to  outlining  the  current  situation,  the  draft  plan 
will  provide  recommendations  on  next  steps  after  the  Economic 
Development  Plan  is  adopted.  Business  niches  and  opportuni- 
ties have  been  identified  that  will  require  active  town  attention 
if  they  are  to  be  expanded  in  an  optimal  manner.  Many  local 
businesses  have  indicated  their  interest  in  services  such  as  vari- 
ous energy  programs  and  Internet  access  to  marketing  expertise 
that  could  be  coordinated  through  the  town. 

Sheffield  is  receiving  a  lot  of  interest  as  a  place  to  do  busi- 
ness, and  the  plan  helps  map  out  how  the  town  can  be  "business 
ready"  for  the  right  businesses,  consistent  with  the  Master 


boards  and  Rene  Wood,  who  recently  stepped  down  as  chair  of 


the  Planning  Board. 


LETTER  TO  SHEFFIELD  &  ASHLEY  FALLS 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  being 
elected  to  serve  on  the  Planning  Board  for  the  last  six  years. 
Doc  Nourse  told  me  the  fastest  way  to  learn  the  board  s  work- 
ings was  to  be  its  secretary.  He  was  right  as  usual. This  I  did  for 
my  first  two  years,  followed  by  the  last  four  as  board  chair. 

No  one  ever  tells  the  whole  story  when  recruiting 
volunteers  to  run  for,  or  be  appointed  to,  a  board  and  it's 
probably  just  as  well.  It  was  a  lot  of  work,  which  was  more 
than  compensated  for  by  the  many  wonderful  people  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  work  with — on  the  board  itself,  on  sub- 
committees and  at  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commission, 
as  well  as  other  volunteers  on  town  boards,  town  personnel 
and,  of  course,  the  people  who  came  before  the  board. 

I  especially  want  to  thank  town  voters  for  approving 
all  the  zoning  by-law  changes  put  forward  by  the  Planning 
Board — our  work  was  rewarded  by  your  votes. And  to  my 
fellow  board  members  over  these  past  years,  thank  you  for 
the  joy  of  working  with  you. 

Sincerely, 
Rene  Wood 


Established  in  1967-"40th  Year" 

SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BROKER 
PHONE:  413-229-8861 
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PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can 

be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  16. 

Check  schedule  for  times. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


4/7 — The  board  voted  to  send  a  letter 
of  thanks  to  Berkshire  School  for  its 
gift  of  $75,000  in  honor  of  their  100th 
anniversary  and  to  set  up  a  Berkshire 
School  Centennial  Gift  Account  for  the 
donation.  They  voted  to  send  Elsie  Gil- 
ligan  a  letter  of  thanks  for  her  service  as 
Assistant  Town  Clerk.  Via  letter,  Richard 
Swiatek  requested  appointment  to  the 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commis- 
sion. The  board  voted  to  appoint  him  for 
a  term  that  will  expire  on  June  30,  2009. 

David  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Cathy  and  Fred 
Finkle  from  the  Kiwanis  Club  were  pres- 
ent to  discuss  a  spring  cleanup  on  April 
27.  The  Town  will  provide  trash  bags 
and  pick  up  full  bags  on  April  28.  David 
Smith  will  coordinate  the  event. 

Selectman  David  Macy  noted  that  it 
has  been  a  tough  winter  for  the  Highway 
Dept,  As  a  result,  they  have  exceeded 
their  budget.  Discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing budgets. 

Chairman  Julie  Hannum  noted 
that  the  Village  Green  construction  is 
scheduled  to  begin  around  May  1,  with 
completion  estimated  for  August  1.  The 
project  will  be  completed  in  sections, 
beginning  at  the  north  end  of  the  green. 
Construction  drawings  are  on  display  in 
the  lobby  of  Town  Hall. 

Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg 
discussed  following  up  on  the  complaint 
received  regarding  Pete's  Sales  and 
Service.  A  site  visit  will  be  scheduled  with 
the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Rene  Wood  discussed  GE's  proposed 
river  cleanup  actions.  Discussion  ensued 


regarding  the  comment  period  and  the 
proposed  actions.  Administrator  Kellogg 
will  draft  a  letter  for  the  Selectmen, 

At  the  request  of  Richard  Cappadona, 
the  town  electrical  inspector,  the  board 
voted  to  increase  electrical  inspection  fees 
from  $45  to  $55. 

4/16 — Most  of  the  meetings  discussion 
centered  on  proposed  warrant  items  for 
the  May  5  town  meeting. 

Administrator  Kellogg  explained 
the  change  in  the  billing  system  for  the 
transfer  station.  Instead  of  mailing  out 
bills,  the  town  will  send  a  notice  inform- 
ing residents  that  it  is  time  to  purchase  a 
new  dump  sticker.  [See  story  on  page  14.] 

4/22 — The  board  voted  to  approve  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant. 

Town  Clerk  Felecie  Joyce  was  pres- 
ent to  request  fee  increases  effective  July 
1:  marriage  intentions  from  $15  to  $20; 
non-commercial  kennel  licenses  from 
$10,  $25  and  $50  to  $15,  $30  and  $60; 
regular  dog  licenses  from  $4  to  $5.  The 
board  voted  to  approve  the  increases. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  everyone 
serving  on  town  commissions  and  boards 
whose  term  expires  on  June  30,  2008. 
Incumbents  are  asked  to  notify  the  Town 
Administrator's  office  in  writing  by  May 
15  if  they  want  to  be  considered  for  re- 
appointment. 

David  Smith,  Sr.,  was  present  to 
update  the  board  on  plans  for  Sheffield 
in  Celebration.  The  event  will  be  held  on 
September  6  at  the  Town  Park,  due  to  the 


Village  Green  construction.  The  hours  will 
be  extended  to  12  pm  to  6  pm.  The  theme 
will  be  Sheffield's  275th  anniversary. 

Chairman  Hannum  stated  that  the 
Highway  Dept.  has  begun  roadside  mow- 
ing and  asked  residents  to  be  patient  with 
the  clean  up.  With  the  Highway  Dept. 
budget  depleted,  residents  have  been  asked 
to  be  patient  about  road  repairs  until  the 
FY09  budget  is  available  on  July  1. 

The  board  voted  to  send  Tom  and 
Susan  Young  a  letter  recognizing  their 
service  to  the  Town. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
Town  employee  salaries  are  public  infor- 
mation, and  they  will  be  published  in 
the  town  report  next  year.  This  year  the 
information  will  be  available  at  the  Town 
Hall.  Consideration  may  also  be  given  to 
making  this  information  available  on  the 
Town  website. 

The  board  voted  to  renew  the  lease  for 
Dewey  Hall  for  $750  per  month. 

Mark  Pruhenski  was  present  to  dis- 
cuss the  status  of  his  complaint  regard- 
ing Pete's  Sales  and  Service.  Discussion 
ensued  on  the  complaint,  enforcement 
and  site  visits.  The  Board  will  set  up  a 
meeting  within  the  next  week  to  discuss 
the  complaint. 

The  board  voted  to  approve  Michael 
Dutton's  request  to  change  the  name  of 
Limey's  to  The  Bridge. 

4/28 — The  board  discussed  the  junk  and 
junk  vehicles  at  Pete's  Sales  and  Service 
on  S.  Main  St.  Administrator  Kellogg 
noted  that  a  recent  site  visit  showed  prog- 
ress had  been  made  in  cleaning  up  the 
property,  but  two  large  street  sweepers 
remained,  prompting  further  complaints 
from  Mark  Pruhenski,  a  neighbor. 
When  told  that  these  vehicles 
needed  to  be  removed  since  they  were 
unregistered,  owner  Pete  Batacchi  told 
Administrator  Kellogg  that  he  was  trad- 
ing them  in  on  a  new  sweeper  that  would 
not  be  ready  until  July.  In  the  meantime, 
he  would  use  his  repair  plates  to  assure 
they  were  "registered"  and  therefore  not  in 
violation  of  the  Town  bylaw.  The  board 
voted  to  send  a  letter  to  Batacchi  thank- 
ing him  for  his  cleanup  work  to  date,  but 
advising  that  if  the  sweepers  were  not 
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removed  by  the  end  of  July,  die  Town 
would  take  further  action. 

5/8 — Jeff  Waingrow,  chairman  of  the 
Conservation  Commission,  was  pres- 
ent to  discuss  Commission  operations, 
its  membership,  and  progress  in  filling 
vacancies.  He  provided  a  brief  overview 
of  current  projects  as  well  as  member- 
ship relations.  Board  members  provided 
suggestions  for  improving  such  relations. 
It  was  agreed  that  more  aggressive  efforts 
were  needed  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the 
Commission. 

The  board  voted  to  appoint  Jeremiah 
Cronin,  James  Foster,  and  David  Renner 
as  probationary  firefighters,  at  the  request 
of  Rick  Boardman,  Fire  Chief. 

5/19 — As  is  customary  following  town 
elections,  the  board  elected  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  Selectman  Hannum  was  voted 
in  as  Chair  and  Selectman  Macy  as  Clerk. 

The  board  voted  to  approve  the 
request  of  Todd  and  Jennifer  Wilkinson 
for  a  one -day  alcoholic  beverage  license 
for  August  9.  The  function  will  be  held  at 
the  Town  Park.  William  Webber  applied 
for  a  one-day  alcoholic  beverage  license 


and  permission  to  use  the  Covered  Bridge 
property  for  a  function  on  June  14,  2008. 
The  function  is  a  for-profit  enterprise. 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  contact  Town 
Counsel  for  information  on  liability.  The 
board  voted  to  table  this  discussion  until 
further  information  is  obtained,  and 
Webber  was  asked  to  contact  the  Board 
of  Health  to  discuss 
his  plans  before  the 
next  meeting. 

Administrator 
Kellogg  read  the  list 
of  expiring  terms  and 
the  applicants  that  are 
seeking  appointment. 
Appointments  will  be 
made  at  the  June  16  meeting.  [See  story  on 
page  14.] 

Massachusetts  Technology  Col- 
laborative sent  a  letter  staring  that  the 
Town  qualifies  for  a  clean  energy  grant. 
The  board  voted  to  respond  by  saying 
the  town  is  interested  in  exploring  the 
potential  "green"  purchases  that  could  be 
made  with  this  grant. 

Hans  Heuberger  has  requested  to 
place  a  temporary  sign  in  front  of  the 
Stone  Store  for  the  5  Friends  Art  Show. 


WHY  THE  SIREN  SOUNDS 

In  case  you  didn't  know,  the  siren  on 
top  ofTown  Hall  blows  three  times 
with  an  undulating  tone  in  case  of 
a  fire  call.The  signal  for  impend- 
ing severe  weather  conditions  is  a 
steady  blast  for  three  minutes. 


The  board  voted  to  grant  permission  with 
the  stipulation  that  the  Town  is  not  liable 
for  any  damage  to  the  sign  that  may  be 
caused  by  the  Village  Green  construction. 
Robert  Parker  submitted  his  resigna- 
tion from  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion, effective  May  8,  The  board  voted  to 
send  him  a  letter  of  thanks.  The  resig- 
nation leaves  the 
Commission  with- 
out a  quorum.  Since 
Gaetan  Lachance 
had  submitted  a 
letter  of  interest 
for  appointment  to 
the  Commission, 
the  board  voted  to 
suspend  the  appointments  policy  in  this 
instance  and  appoint  Lachance  for  a 
two-year  term, 

A  coalition  that  was  formed  to 
respond  to  GE's  proposed  measures  for 
the  cleanup  of  the  Housatonic  River 
has  determined  that  the  proposed  mea- 
sures are  unacceptable.  Administrator 
Kellogg  read  a  list  of  coalition  members 
and  recommended  that  the  Board  sign 
on  the  coalition's  letter  to  EPA  oppos- 
ing GE's  plan.  The  board  so  voted. 


0DPER  HILL  ROA 
te!  413  298.3239  x3000  » 


WEALTH   ■  POWER    ■   HISTORY  -   FR  E  E  DOM 


the  trustees 

of  reservations 


Open  Saturday  &  Sur. 
May  24  -  October  12  ■  I  0am  -  5pm 

250  years  ago,  Colonel  John  Ashley  owned  3000  acres, 
farms,  mills,-  and  slaves.  Learn  how  Elizabeth  Freeman  sued  for 
her  own  freedom  -  and  won.  Adult  $5Jru$tee$  members:  FREE 


A     PROPERTY     OF    THE    TRUSTEES     OF     RESERVATIONS 
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Village  Gree 


TOWN  CLERK'S  OFFICE 

Election  information.  The  Town  Hall  is  open  each 
weekday  to  accommodate  voter  registration.  There  is  a  full 
slate  of  elections  for  2008.  Prior  to  those  events  there  is  a 
voter  registration/party  change  deadline.  The  following  is 
the  schedule: 


Election 

*  Register  by... 

To  vote  on... 

State  Primary 

Wed.,Aug.  27 

Tues.,  Sept.  1 6 

Presidential  Election 

Wed.,  Oct.  1 5 

Tues.,  Nov.  4 

*  Note  that  registration  dates  could  change  if  same-day 

voter  registration  is  implemented. 

If  you  are  a  registered  voter  and  have  not  returned  your 

Street  List  (Census)  form,  you  will  be  placed  on  the  Inac- 
tive List,  which  will  affect 
your  ability  to  vote.  If  you  are 
unsure  of  your  status,  please 
inquire.  Contact  the  clerk's 
office  during  regular  business 
hours  at  229-7000,  ext.  151. 

Dog  licenses.  Licenses  are 
renewable  each  spring.  If  your 
dog  is  six  months  of  age  or 
older  or  you  live  in  Sheffield 
at  least  30  days  of  the  year, 
licensing  is  required.  After 


ASSESSOR'S  & 
COLLECTORS 

The  annual  deadline  for 
Chapter  61 A  and  61  B 
is  October  I .  Sorry,  no 
exceptions!  If  you  have 
questions,  call  229-7000, 
ext.  155. 

Quarterly  tax  bills 
have  been  mailed. 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

July  is  Robert  Taylor  month  on  Lawn  Chair  Movie  Tuesday. 
August  is  Bette  Davis  month. 

Exercise  ciass  keeps  coo!  this  summer.  With  the 

Art  League  shows  in  Dewey  Hall  for  the  summer  shows, 
the  senior  exercise  and  yoga  classes  will  meet  in  the 
Selectmen's  meeting  room  on  the  second  floor  of  Town 
Hall  and  enjoy  the  air-conditioned  comfort  from  June  24 
to  Aug.  7. The  Senior  Center  Lounge  and  office  will  be 
open  as  usual  in  Dewey  Hall. 

Summer  trips.  On  Wed.,  July  1 6,  there's  a  theater 
trip  to  Mac-hayden  Theater  in  Chatham,  NY,  to  see 
"Hairspray."  Cost:  $29  for  the  show  and  a  seat  on  the 
bus. The  bus  will  leave  the  American  Legion  parking  lot  at 
12:30pm. 

On  Thurs.,  Aug.  7,  the  trip  will  be  a  Hudson  River 
cruise  on  the  Rip  Van  Winkle.  Cost:  $29  for  the  cruise 
ticket  and  seat  on  the  bus. The  bus  will  leave  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  parking  lot  at  noon. 

Ice  cream  at  the  Library.  On  Fri.July  18,  the 
Senior  Center  is  invited  to  a  gathering  at  the  Library.  No 
reservation  needed — just  arrive  by  I  1:30  to  share  in  the 
social  gathering  and  ice  cream  sundaes. 


May  1,  a  delinquent  fee  of  $25 
per  dog  will  be  implemented  in  addition  to  your  license  fee. 
(This  does  not  apply  to  new  licenses). 

If  your  dog  is  spayed  or  neutered,  the  cost  is  $5,  an 
increase  of  $1  (see  below).  If  your  dog  is  intact,  the  fee  is 
$10,  You  can  obtain  a  license  in  person  at  Town  Hall  or  by 
mail  (send  a  self- addressed,  stamped  envelope,  check  made 
payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  proof  of  rabies  shot  to: 
Town  Clerk,  PO  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257). 

Sporting/hunting  and  fishing  licenses.  Licenses  for 
the  2008  season  are  now  available,  Antlerless  deer  (doe  tag) 
applications  must  be  postmarked  by  July  16th.  Licenses  may 


MONEY  BEING  RAISED  FOR  NEW  FIRE  HOUSE 

The  Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Company,  has  so  far  raised 
about  $100,000  of  the  $950,000  needed  to  enlarge  its 
firehouse,  says  Rick  Boardman,  Sheffield's  Fire  Chief. 
The  old  firehouse  is  not  big  enough  to  hold  modern  fire 
trucks.  In  addition  to  holding  larger  trucks,  the  new  struc- 
ture will  also  have  increased  space  for  offices  and  staff. 
The  late  Dana  Bartholomew  donated  land  east  of  the 
existing  structure  to  the  hose  company  for  the  expansion. 

The  company  has  mailed  fund-raising  letters  to  town 
residents.  If  you  would  like  to  contribute,  donations  can 
be  sent  to  the  Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Co.,  P.O.  Box 
1 280,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257. 


be  obtained  during  regular  business  hours  year  round.  For 
further  information,  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or  visit 
the  website  at  at  www.sheffield.ma.gov  (click  on  the  Town 
Clerk's  page  and  follow  the  link  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife). 

Notice  of  fee  increases.  Effective  July  1,  2008,  some  fees 
charged  by  the  Clerk's  Office  will  increase.  Filing  of  marriage 
intentions  will  increase  from  $15  to  $20;  non-commercial 
kennel  licenses  from  $10,  $25  and  $50  to  $15,  $30  and  $60; 
and  regular  dog  licenses  from  $4  to  $5. 

ASPHALT  PLANT  UPDA TE 

Century  Acquisitions,  which  in  February  withdrew  "without 
prejudice"  its  special  permit  application  to  the  Sheffield 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  to  add  a  hot  mix  asphalt  plant  to 
its  concrete  production  operations  on  Clayton  Rd.  in  Ashley 
Falls,  had  not  resubmitted  its  application  as  this  issue  was 
going  to  press  at  the  end  of  June.  The  company  had  also  said 
it  intended  to  file  an  application  for  the  required  air  qual- 
ity permit  with  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Environmental 
Protection  in  June.  At  press  time,  that  application  had  not 
been  filed  either. 

Meanwhile,  community  members  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posed plant  continue  to  raise  funds  in  preparation  for  the 
expected  refiling  of  the  special  permit  application. 

If  and  when  Century  Acquisitions  re-files  its  special 
permit  application,  a  different  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
board  will  hear  the  application.  Current  board  members  Eric 
Carlson  and  Peter  Rowntree  were  joined  by  Bart  Elsbach, 
who  was  appointed  June  16  (see  appointments  story  on  page 
14).  May's  town  meeting  approved  increasing  the  size  of 
the  ZBA  from  a  three-person  board  to  a  five-person  board, 
a  change  that  will  take  effect  as  soon  as  the  state  Attorney 
General's  office  officially  approves  the  warrant's  language. 
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TOM  WHALEN  EXPANDS  TREE-GROWING  IN  SHEFFIELD 


Tom  Whalen,  whose  company,  Tom 
Whalen  Outdoor  Services,  is  the  largest 
tree  growing  and  moving  business  in  the 
region,  has  just  added  another 
25  acres  or  so  to  his  leafy  kingdom.  With 
the  purchase  of  a  state-protected  parcel 
of  land  behind  the  Corn  Crib  on  Route 
7  in  Sheffield,  Tom  now  has  about  120 
acres  in  total  on  which  to  raise  his  trees. 

The  Sheffield  land,  which  falls  under 
the  state  APR  (Agricultural  Preserva- 
tion Restriction)  program,  is  officially 
a  27-acre  lot,  but  as  Tom  explains,  "the 
river  has  taken  about  three  or  four 
acres."  Tom  plans  to  grow  hardwood 
shade  trees  there,  and  in  fact  work 
already  began  this  spring  with  the  plant- 
ing of  2,000  trees. 

"Don  and  Ruth  Ziegler  sold  the 
development  rights  for  the  land  to  the 
state  back  in  1999,"  Tom  says.  "I  started 
talking  with  Don  in  2002,  but  unfortu- 
nately, he  passed  away."  After  a  few  years' 
interruption,  the  deal  was  back  on  track. 

Under  the  APR  regulations,  the  land 
must  forever  be  used  for  agriculture,  Tom 
explains. "We  had  to  qualify  and  make 
sure  to  be  in  compliance  to  buy  the  land, 
and  the  paperwork  process  was  pretty 
long  and  involved." 

The  rules  for  APR  land  stipulate  that 
if  Tom  wanted  to  sell  the  land  at  some 
point,  he  could  only  sell  it  for  the  pur- 
chase price  plus  inflation.  "We  couldn't 
sell  it  for  double  our  money,"  he  says.  This 
keeps  farmland  affordable  for  farmers  in 
the  future. 

Anyone  in  Tom  Whalen's  business 


has  to  take  the  very  long  view. "Trees  are  a     who  are  building  additions  or  landscap- 
very  long-term  crop,"  he  says.  "They  tie  up      ing  their  property.  "We'll  move  beloved 
the  land  for  quite  a  while.  We  sell  mostly       trees  for  people  who  are  relocating  from, 
larger  trees,  so  it  takes  a  long  time  to  get  a     say,  Boston  to  the  Berkshires,"  he  says. 

Another  specialty  is  the  planting  of 
memorial  trees  to  remember  loved  ones. 


rotation  going. 

Tom,  a  certified  arborist,  has  worked 
in  the  tree-growing  business  since  he 
graduated  from  college  20  years  ago  with 
a  degree  in  business  administration.  He 
has  had  his  own  nurseries 
since  1995.  "Learning  how 
to  grow  trees  involves  a  lot 
of  trial  and  error,"  he  laughs. 
"You  have  to  figure  out  what 
makes  them  tick." 

The  business  keeps  him 
busy  all  year. "We  start 
moving  trees  in  March,  and 
go  all  the  way  up  to  Decem- 
ber," he  says.  "And  in  the 
winter  there's  the  equipment 
to  maintain,  and  seven  to 
eight  thousand  shade  trees 
to  prune."  Besides  the  new 
acreage  in  Sheffield,  Tom 
grows  evergreens  on  Route 
23  and  shade  trees  just 
north  of  the  Route  7  Grill, 
in  Great  Barrington.  He  also 
has  a  parcel  of  APR  land  in 
South  Egremont. 

Whalen's  company 
plants  most  of  the  trees 
it  grows,  working  with 
landscapers  and  architects 
as  well  as  homeowners.  It 
also  moves  trees  from  one 
spot  to  another  for  people 


In  addition,  Tom  often  provides  trees  to 
the  surrounding  towns.  "Every  day  is  a 
new  job  "he  says.  — Ellen  Weiss 


CORN  CRIB  IS  SCALING  BACK 

After  39  years  of  running  the  Corn  Crib,  and  years 
before  that  of  dairy  farming  on  the  same  spot, 
Ruth  Ziegler  is  finally  slowing  down — but  by  no 
means  stopping. "We  will  definitely  be  open  this 
summer,"  she  says.  With  the  help  of  her  children, 
she'll  be  growing  corn  and  pumpkins  this  year,  and 
bringing  in  produce  from  several  other  farms  in 
the  area.  She  only  buys  produce  that  is  grown  by 
farmers  who  use  the  same  organic  methods  as 
she  does. "The  weather  has  gotten  so  difficult  in 
the  last  few  years,"  she  says, "that  we've  stopped 
growing  the  smaller  items.  All  the  heat  and  the 
humidity  is  bad  for  things  like  tomatoes,  which  are 
prone  to  fungus." 

Ruth  will  keep  busy  with  the  Dolls  and  Dwell- 
ings business  as  well  as  the  farm  stand.  "I  have  a 
lot  to  do  in  the  doll  room,"  she  says.  "The  doll 
houses  take  a  lot  of  work,  and  the  dolls  need 
to  be  re-dressed  and  re-strung."  Ruth  and  Tom 
Whalen  will  make  decisions  as  they  go  along 
about  the  disposition  of  the  greenhouses  and  the 
other  buildings. 

"I  like  to  say  that  I'm  not  retired,"  she  says 
with  a  laugh, "I'm  just  plain  tired. You  have  to  keep 
going,  because  working  is  good  for  the  spirit  as 
well  as  the  body.  If  you  rest,  you  rust." 


MISS  BRADFORDS? 


next  best  thi 


ng. 


Great  Finds 

1840  North  Main,  Rt.  7 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)528-8059 

Monday-Saturday  10-5,  Sunday  11-5 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUVE  BEEN  MISSING! 
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490  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 

BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

isgood@vgernet.net 


ANN  MORELLI  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


The  275th  birthday  party  held  on  the 
Historical  Society  grounds  on  June  21 
was  a  big  success-  Sheffield's  state  repre- 
sentative, William  "Smitty"  Pignatelli  was 
there  to  present  the  town  with  a  procla- 
mation honoring  the  anniversary 
Upcoming  Society  events  include: 
A  History  of  the  Comic  Strip: 
A  Serious  Look  at  the  Funnies,  The 
Historical  Society  will  showcase  original 
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sketches  and  cartoons  from  the  personal 
collection  of  Paul  Banevicius  in  an 
exhibit  called  A  History  of  the  Comic 
Strip:  A  Serious  Look  at  the  Funnies,  in 
the  Gallery  at  the  Old  Stone  Store,  Jul. 
19-Sept.  28.  There  will  be  a  reception  on 
Jul.  26  from  2  to  4pm. 

With  over  550  cartoonist  sketches, 
original  art,  and  comic  pages,  the  exhibit 
will  explore  over  100  years  of  comic 
history.  Paul  Banevicius,  a  local 
resident,  is  chair  of  the  Berkshire 
School  Art  Dept. 

The  Last  of  the  Summer 
Wine.  On  Sat.,  Aug.  30,  the 
Historical  Society  will  hold  a 
summer  garden  party  fund  raiser 


Lejt:  A  panel  from  "Polly  Pals,"  one  of  the  items  that  will  be  in  the  show  of  Paul 
Banevicius's  collection  of  comic  art  at  the  Old  Stone  Store.  Above:  Smitty  Pigna- 
telli presents  Sheffield  with  a  proclamation  celebrating  the  275th  anniversary  of 
Sheffield's  incorporation  as  the  first  town  in  Berkshire  County.  Accepting  it  for 
the  town  are  Marcia  Brolli,  Historical  Society  president,  left,  and  Julie  Han- 
num,  chair  of  the  town's  Board  of  Selectmen. 


Musical  evenings  that  will  nourish  your  soul. . . 


Hear  great  choral  masterpieces  performed  by  a  chorus  of  200  voices,  prominent 
soloists,  renowned  conductors  and  the  Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra. 


July  12, 2008  8pm 

Craig  Jessop 

/  Hear  America  Si  noma 

Mack  Wilberg  -  Requiem  (Northeast  Premiere) 

Mack  Wilberg  -  Epilogue 

Randall  Thompson  -  Alleluia 

Randall  Thompson  -  Frostiana 

Howard  Hanson  -  Psalm  I 50 ("Praise  Ye  the  Lord") 

Norman  Dello  Joio  -  A  Jubilant  Song 

July  19, 2008  8pm 

Tom  Hall,  Baltimore  Choral  Arts  Society 

Carl  Orff  •—  Carmina  Burana 

Ludwig  van  Beethoven  -  Ninth  Symphony 

(4th  Movement) 

July  26, 2008  8pm 

Kent  Tritle,  Oratorio  Society  of  New  York 

George  Frideric  Handel  -  Solomon 


August  2, 2008  8pm 

John  Alexander,  Pacific  Chorale 

Water  Music  from  the  British  Isles 

Ralph  Vaughan  Williams  -  A  Sea  Symphony 

John  Rutter  -  The  Keel  Row 

John  Rutter  -  /  Know  Where  I'm  Going 

John  Rutter  -  Alton  Water 

Percy  Grainger  -  Shallow  Brown 

Percy  Grainger  -  Scotch  Strathspey  and  Reel 


Box  Office: 
413-229-1999 

Tickets:  $15-$45 

PREPs:  Free  pre-concert 

talks  at  6:45p.m. 


. .  -    ■  - 
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BERKSHIRE  CH2RAL  FESTIVAL 


245  North  Undermountain  Road 
Sheffield,  MA  01257   www.choralfest.org 
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at  an  historic  home  in  Sheffield.  All  Society  members,  friends 
and  guests  are  invited.  The  cost  will  be  $30  per  ticket.  Further 
details  to  be  announced.  Call  229-2694  for  reservations. 


Recently  at  the  Historical  Society... 

Left:  A  group  of  Berkshire  School  students  helped  with  spring 
clean-up  at  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  on  their  Gracious 
Living  Day  on  April  11.  Stephen  Leigh  stands  nose-to-nose 
with  one  of  the  Uncle  Sams  in  the  "Red,  White  &  Blue"  exhibit 
at  the  exhibit's  opening  reception  on  May  18. 


Sheffield  Pottery 


In  Victorian  times,  flowers 
were  used  to  communicate 
an  incredible  variety  of 
sentiments,  especially 

BETWEEN    COUPLES.    IN    KEEPlfto|fa£ 

with  this  tradition,  this  new 
Garden  Wedding  birdbath  is 

-      ■      >         I      >      i      >    :      ,    ■      :     '      :'    l!       :  jJB£r\ 
THE    SENTIMENTS    OF    MARRIAG 
ROSES    FOR    LOVE,    LAVENDER 
FOR    DEVOTION,    IVY    FOR 
FRIENDSHIP,    FERN    FOR    SINCERITY, 
DAISIES    FOR    KINDNESS,    AND 
ROSEMARY    FOR    REMEMBRANCE. 
EACH    LIGHTLY    HAND-TINTED   WITH 

A    HAND-RUBBED    FINISH. 

Special  sale!     $72. OO 

Shop  Online  Anytime  at 


Art  Pottery 

for  the  home, 

for  the  garden, 

for  the  table... 

Summer  Sale. 


Visit  us  in  person  at 

Sheffield  Pottery 

Rt.  7  Sheffield  MA 

Open  7  days 

888.774-2529 


American  Made  Pottery 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

New  officers.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club  has  elected  Patty 
Hardisty  as  its  next  president,  Dave  Smith,  Jr.,  as  president- 
elect, and  Dorothy  Kelley  as  vice-president.  Joe  Todd  will 
continue  as  secretary  and  Dick  Goodwin  as  treasurer.  The 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  include  Dave  Johnson, 
Jim  Collingwood,  Anita  Diller,  John  Gilligan,  Dennis  Hankey, 
Cathy  Finkle,Joann  Shmulsky  and  Dave  Smith  Jr.  Fred  Finkle 
is  the  alternate. 

Scholarship  news.  The  annual  picnic  honoring  the  new 
Kiwanis  scholarship  recipients  is  a  special  event  in  the  Kiwanis 
year.  The  class  valedictorians  from  Mt.  Everett  and  Monument 
Mountain  High  Schools  automatically  earn  an  Educational 
Achievement  Scholarship.  This  year's  valedictorians  are  Riley 
Baldwin  and  Alexander  Crawford. 

Kiwanis  awards  many  other  scholarships.  Michael 
Capasse  won  the  George  Ullrich  award;  Lidor  David  the 
Dana  Bartholomew  award;  Sarah  Kinne  the  John  Ingersoll 
award;  Keslie  Lewis  the  Don  Newman  award;  and  Erin 
Mahoney  the  Myron  Wartella  award.  Receiving  other  prizes 
were  Chelsea  Torrico,  the  Mary  Ellen  Welch  award;  Ryan 
Ullrich,  the  James  Law  award;  Arielle  Van  Deusen,  the 
Arthur  Stavisky  award;  and  Matthew  Wright,  the  Earl  Sut- 
phen  award.  The  Moritz  grandchildren  grant  went  to  Eliza- 
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That's  what  people  are 

saying  about  the 

Berkshire  Bank  experience! 


www.berkshirebank.  com 
103  Main  Street  •  Sheffield 

Member  FDIC  413-229-8516  Member  DIF 


beth  Brazie.  The  H.  Lee  Kline  scholarship  went  to  Mat- 
thew Dellea;  the  William  "Bullet"  Kline  award  to  Matthew 
Pegorari;  the  Rev,  James  Chase  award  to  Rebecca  Weinstein; 
and  the  Matthew  Shmulsky  award  to  Kyle  Wilson  (who  also 
received  a  continuing  educational  assistance  honor). 

Additional  educational  assistance  amounts  were  pre- 
sented to  Ella  Blackwell,  Veronica  Horowitz,  Cassandra 
Kimball,  Haley  King  and  Erin  Ryan.  Most  of  the  awards  are 
$1,000  or  $1,200.  Those  continuing  in  college  and  receiv- 
ing grants  of  $750  each  are  John  Britton,  Ashley  Brooks, 
Nicholas  Carlson,  Jennifer  Catsos,  Jessica  Haupt,  Jacqueline 
Joyner,  Katherine  Miller,  Alyssa  Palmer,  John  Shmulsky  and 
Chelsea  Ziobro. 

Other  donations.  Many  Kiwanian  members  skipped  a 
meal  at  a  regular  meeting  and  instead  donated  the  cost  of 
the  meal  to  the  Kiwanis  International  Fund.  The  total  col- 
lected came  to  $207.  The  Monument  Mountain  Key  Club 
donated  $30. 

The  Kiwanis  voted  to  send  $500  to  the  newly  formed 
Young  Actors  Guild  of  the  Berkshires.  The  group  plans  an 
August  production  of  You're  a  Good  Man,  Charlie  Brown 
at  the  Mahaiwe  Theater.  Also,  the  annual  contribution  was 
mailed  to  Hearts  of  the  Fathers  Outreach. 

The  Kiwanis  have  spent  $1,090  to  finance  our  American 
Legion  baseball  team  this  season.  Kevin  Rueger  is  the  coach. 

Coming  up.  The  New  England  District  hopes  to  estab- 
lish 12  new  Kiwanis  clubs  over  the  next  15  months.  Mike 
Kirchner  will  be  leading  this  effort.  Cathy  Finkle  is  the  local 
representative  and  will  schedule  recruiting  in  the  Pittsfield 
area  for  the  fall. 

The  major  project  for  July  is  the  Berkshire  Choral  Festi- 
val. The  first  concert  is  Sat.,  Jul  12.  — Gretta  Willig 


tanking  -  insurmia  -  Imestments  -  Wealth  Managamm 


Insurance  and  Investment  products  are  not  FDIC  or  DIF 
insured,  may  lose  value  and  are  not  a  bank  deposit  or  guaranteed. 


FREE  SUMMER  CANOE  PROGRAM 

Mass  Audubon  and  the  Housatonic  Valley  Association  are 
announcing  a  series  of  free  summer  canoe  programs  on  the 
Housatonic  River  as  part  of  the  Housatonic  Environmental 
Literacy  Program. The  canoe  trips  are  approximately  three 
hours  long  and  include  all  equipment.Accommodations  can 
be  made  for  paddlers  with  special  needs. All  participants 
will  receive  a  copy  of  Mass  Audubon's  Paddlers  Guide  to 
New  England. The  trip  is  appropriate  for  children  ages  5 
and  up. 

Call  413-637-0320  to  reserve  as  space  is  limited.  Loca- 
tions and  times  will  be  given  when  reservations  are  made. 
Trips  in  July  are  on  these  dates:  6,  7,  12,  13,  1 4, 2 1 ,  26  and 
28.  In  August,  trips  are  planned  for  these  dates:  3, 4,  9,  I  I . 
1 7,  23,  25,  and  30. 

The  Housatonic  Environmental  Literacy  Program  is 
one  of  10  restoration  projects  within  the  Housatonic 
watershed  in  Massachusetts  awarded  by  the  Massachusetts 
Executive  Office  of  Energy  and  Environmental  Affairs  and 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  from  an  initial  round  of 
projects  funded  by  the  settlement  with  General  Electric 
over  polluting  the  river  with  PCBs. 
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LAND  TRUST  NEWS 

Annual  meeting  draws  a  crowd. 

This  year's  annual  event,  on  June  22, 
celebrated  three  local  farms  about  to  be 
conserved  as  farm  land,  thanks  to  the  Shef- 
field Land  Trust.  The  picnic  meeting  took 
place  on  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  where  two  of  the 
farms — Ted  Dobson's  Equinox  Farm  and 
Anna  Mack's  Wild  and  Cultivated — are 
located-  The  third  farm,  Howden  Farm,  is  on 
Rannapo  Rd. 

Bob  Drucker  spoke,  representing  the 
families  who  currently  own  the  Bow  Wow 
Rd  land,  providing  a  history  of  the  farm.  Ted 
and  Anna,  who  will  be  buying  different  parts 
of  the  land  once  it's  protected,  spoke  of  their 
experiences  in  farming  there.  Bruce  Howden 
talked  of  connections  to  the  land  and  his 
father's  development  of  the  Howden  and 
Howden  Biggie  pumpkins  at  Howden  Farm, 
not  to  mention  their  famous  sweet  corn. 

Land  Trust  president  John  Wight- 
man  told  the  crowd  that  there's  just  over 
$180,000  left  to  raise  of  the  $450,000 
needed  locally  for  the  two  projects  (these 
local  funds  are  leveraging  five  times  that 
amount  from  the  state  and  other  sources). 
He  also  highlighted  two  ways  contributions 
can  be  matched.  Bruce  has  offered  to  match 
donations  given  to  protect  his  farm,  up  to 


$100,000.  And  the  20th  Anniversary  Chal- 
lenge from  an  anonymous  donor  (also  for 
$100,000),  will  match  increases  in  giving  over 
last  year  for  those  giving  $1,000  or  more.  This 
challenge  applies  to  any  project  or  contribu- 
tion, but  the  full  amount  must  be  raised  to  get 
the  challenge  funds. 

Invasives  removed.  On  June  16,  three 
classes  of  biology  students  from  Mt.  Everett 
High  School  helped  other  volunteers  with  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  New  England  Wild- 
flower  Society  to  remove  garlic  mustard  and 
bittersweet  from  the  Land  Trust's  property 
by  the  cemetery  on  Salisbury  Rd.  The  area, 
part  of  the  Schenob  Brook  Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern,  is  being  cleared  of 
invasive  species  that  crowd  out  native  species 
in  a  restoration  project. 


Left:  At  the  Land  Trust's 
annual  meeting,  Bob 
Drucker,  standing  at  left, 
shared  his  family's  history 
with  the  farm  on  Bow 
Wow  Rd.  Land  Trust 
president  John  Wight' 
man  is  at  his  side.  Bruce 
Howden,  Ted  Dobson  and 
Anna  Mack  are  seated  at 
the  table.  Below:  volun- 
teers Fred  Feingold  and 
Tom  Orlando  carry  the 
last  bag  of  invasive  garlic 
mustard  away  from  the 
Schenob  Brook  work  site  on 
Salisbury  Rd. 


Agricultural  Fair  at  Mt.  Fverett.  Biology  teacher  Cassie  Uricchio, 
who  is  also  the  FFA  (formerly  Future  Farmers  of  America)  advisor, 
teaches  elementary  school  students  about  fruits  and  vegetables  at  the 
Agricultural  Fair  at  Mt.  Fverett  Regional  High  School  on  June  11. 
Cassie  and  her  FFA  students  helped  revive  the  fair  with  the  help 
of  the  new  Agricultural  Education  Advisory  Committee  that  the 
Land  Trust  helped  Cassie  and  her  students  to  form.  All  the  grades 
had  an  opportunity  to  see  farm  animals  and  learn  about  their  care, 
learn  about  dijferent  types  of  farms,  sample  local  Joods,  and  see  how 
agriculture  also  relates  to  land  conservation,  renewable  energy  and 
history.  Some  even  helped  shell  corn  that  a  local  farm  was  going 
to  plant.  Pine  Island  Varm  was  there  with  a  display  about  their 
methane  digester,  covered  in  the  last  issue  of  the  SheffieldTimes. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li- 
tchfield County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE 


Nature  Museum  &  Visitor  Center 

The  visitor's  center  at  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  is  a  great  place  to  start  a  visit  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  Reservation's  prop- 
erty in  Ashley  Falls,  View  our  displays. 
Meet  our  naturalists.  Climb  Hurlburt's 
Hill  across  the  road.  Hike  a  trail  along 
the  river.  Walk  the  Ledges  Trail.  Your 
admission  ($5  adults,  $1  children)  and 
membership  fees  help  support  nature 
education  and  land  conservation.  The 
center  is  open  daily,  9am-4pm. 

Across  the  fields,  across  the  cen- 
turies.Close  to  the  Cobble  is  historic 
Ashley  House.  You  can  enjoy  a  visit  to 
the  Ashley  House  and  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  for  one  admission.  You'll  discover 


the  historic  and  natural  importance  of 
Ashley  Falls,  and  stories  of  the  former 
Ashley  homestead,  colonial  life,  including 
Mum  Bett's  courageous  stand  to  help  end 
slavery.  Adults  $5,  children  $3,  members 
free.  Saturdays  and  Sundays  10am-4pm. 


FARMERS'  MARKET 

The  Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield 
meets  every  Friday,  3:30  to  6:30pm, 
rain  or  shine,  into  the  fall. This  season, 
it's  being  held  in  the  Massini  parking 
lot  across  from  Miller  Ave.  on  Route 
7.  In  addition  to  local  produce,  cheese, 
baked  goods  and  other  products,  the 
market  features  local  entertainers. 


ART  LEAGUE  SUMMER 
SHOWS  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

The  Housatonic  Valley  Art  League 
summer  shows  are  once  again  at 
Dewey  Hall  on  Route  7  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield. The  shows,  open  to  the 
public,  are  a  great  way  to  sample 
regional  art. 

The  annual  juried  show  opened 
in  June  and  runs  until  July  1 3.  Judges 
for  this  show  were  Ann  Getsinger 
and  Stephen  Filmus,  both  painters. 
Julie  Edmonds  won  best  in  show. 

The  annual  members'  show 
opens  July  1 7  and  runs  until  Aug.  10. 
Judges  for  this  show  are  Karen  Cook 
and  Paul  Leville,also  painters. 

The  shows  are  open  seven  days  a 
week,  10  to  5  (6  on  Fridays). 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  SUMMER  EVENTS 

Eco-Volunteers.  Pull,  lop  and  chop  invasive  weeds  to  pre-register.  Member:  adult  $24,  child  (10-12)  $  1 2.  Non- 

protect  the  Cobble  ecology  on  Thursdays,  9- 1  I  am,  free.  Call         members:  adult  $30,  child  (10-12)  $  1 5.  Fri.,  Jul.  18,8-1 0pm; 
for  information.  Aug.  15, 7-9pm. 


Housatonic  River  Paddle.  Canoe  past  the  ledges  and 
floodplains  of  Bartholomew's  Cobble  with  a  naturalist  guide, 
watching  for  bald  eagles,  turtles  and  abundant  wildlife. We 
provide  boats,  paddles  and  life  preservers.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $24;  child  (6- 1 2)  $  1 2.  Non-members:  adult 
$30;  child  (6- 1 2)  $  1 5.  Sundays,  8:30- 1  1 :30am. 

Reading  History:  African-American  Women  in  Words. 

Join  Barbara  Dowling  for  a  book  group  inspired  by  the  life 
and  triumph  of  Elizabeth  Freeman  (Mum  Bett).  Meets  at  the 
Ashley  House  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month  (Tues.Jul.  8, 
Aug.  12)  at  6pm.TheJuly  Book  is  The  Street,  by  Ann  Petry.The 
August  book  is  The  Color_Purple  by  Alice  Walker.To  register, 
please  call  413-298-8146  or  e-mail  bdowling@ttor.org.  Free. 

Reptile  Roundup.  Search  fields  and  wetlands  for  snakes  and 
turtles  and  learn  about  the  habits  and  homes  of  these  animals, 
with  Rene  Wendell.  For  ages  6  and  up.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  adult/child  $4;  Family  $  1 2.  Non-members:  adult/ 
child  $6;  Family  $  1 5.  Sat.,  Jul.  1 2  and  Aug.  9  I  Oam-noon. 

Best  of  the  Cobble.  In  these  special  programs,  a  naturalist 
will  lead  a  hike  to  see  the  unusual  rock  formations,  plants  and 
wildlife  that  make  the  Cobble  such  a  special  place.  Members: 
adult/child  $4;  family  $12.  Non-members:  adult/child  $6;  family 
$  1 5.  Sat.,  Jul.  1 2,Aug.  2  and  9,  1 0- 1 1 :30am. 
Moonlight  Paddle.  Enjoy  a  moonlight  paddle  with  a  naturalist 
guide  and  watch  for  beaver,  bats  and  evening  wildlife.  Please 


Bartholomew  Cobble  in  Photos  and  Stories.  Join  our 
naturalists  for  this  special  event  at  the  Canaan,  CT,  library, 
Tues.Jul.  22, 7-8:30pm. 

Sunset  Photography  Hike.  Bring  your  camera  and  join 
Sara  Sheehy  to  amble  through  woodlands,  grasslands,  trails 
and  vistas  in  the  early  evening  light. To  see  Sara's  photos,  go 
to  www.sarasheehy.com.  Members:  adult,  $5.  Non-members: 
adult,  $8.  Please  pre-register.  Fri., Jul.  25, 7-9pm  (rain  cancels). 

Live  Birds  of  Prey  with  Tom  Ricardi.  Wildlife  rehabilita- 
tor  Ricardi  offers  a  close  look  at  hawks,  owls  and  a  bald  eagle 
and  tells  their  stories.  Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult  $8, 
child  (6- 1 2)  $4,  non-members:  adult  $  1 0,  child  (6- 1 2)  $5.  Sat. 
Aug.  2,  I  Oam-noon. 

Sunset  Serenade.  Come  enjoy  a  sunset  serenade  with 
master  bagpiper  Don  Worth  on  Sat.,  Aug.  1 6.  All  proceeds 
from  this  event  go  to  raise  money  for  the  Shady  Maple  Farm 
Conservation  Project  in  Connecticut.  Call  the  Cobble  for 
details. 

Mum  Bett  Day  Celebration.  On  Thurs., Aug.  2 1 ,  noon- 
3pm,  commemorate  the  life  of  a  courageous  woman  who 
sued  for  her  freedom  on  this  day  in  1781  and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  ending  slavery  in  Massachusetts.  Discover  where  she 
worked  and  lived  along  the  African  American  Heritage  Trail, 
from  Sheffield  to  Stockbridge.  Free  to  all. 


Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  Z29 -acre  property  ofTl)e  Trustees  of     sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  9am-4:30pm  (closed  Sun- 
Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue         days  and  Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  For  more  information, 
Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  call  229-8600  or  check  the  website  at  www.thetrustees.org. 
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SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  & 
KIWANIS  STEAK  ROAST 

Sheffield  in  Celebration  will  take  place  on  the  first  weekend  in 
September,  rain  or  shine.  The  annual  Sheffield  Fair  will  be  Sept. 
6  at  the  Town  Park  on  Miller  Ave.  from  noon  to  6pm.  As  part  of 
the  festivities,  there  will  be  a  special  celebration  of  Sheffield's  275th 
anniversary.  There  will  be  plenty  of  activities  and  events  for  the 
whole  family:  music,  food,  vendors,  exhibits,  classic  cars  and  more, 
including  the  climbing  wall! 

Then,  a  few  steps  away  at  the  Town  Park  Pavillion,  from 
6-8pm,  the  Kiwanis  Steak  Roast  &  Hose  Company  Benefit  will 
take  place.  There  will  be  more  music  to  accompany  the  great 
food.  That  event  benefits  both  the  Kiwanis  Scholarship  Fund 
and  the  Hose  Company  Building  Fund. 

To  top  off  the  evening,  the  Dewey  Hall  Music  Series  will  pres- 
ent a  concert  by  the  Joint  Chiefs,  a  renowed  local  band,  at  8pm. 

Stay  tuned  for  more  details  closer  to  Sept.  6.  Questions  about 
the  celebration  or  selling,  exhibiting  or  volunteering  at  the  fair, 
contact  Dave  Smith  at  229-9956  or  westhill483@hotmail.com. 
For  the  food  court,  contact  Barb  Davidson  (413)  229-8091. 


Rick  Boardman,  Sheffield's  fire  chief,  caught  this  dramatic 
picture  of  lightning  over  Sheffield's  Fire  House  on  June  10, 
a  day  when  vicious  storms  moved  through  the  region. 


Date        Owner 


BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  SHEFFIELD,  May  and  June  2008 


Location  Description  I 


5/1 

Candlewood  Valley  Tent 

5/2 

Ron  Smith 

5/2 

David  Pottle 

5/6 

Steven  Greenspan 

5/1 

Andrew  Shapiro 

5/13 

Michael  W  Martin 

5/13 

TomCat  LLC 

5/16 

Michael  Hewins 

5/20 

Mark  Bachetti 

5/20 

Patricia  Hewins 

5/20 

Berkshire  School 

5/20 

Barbara  Demolino 

5/20 

Natural  Habitat 

5/22 

Margaret  Mitchell 

6/3 

Noreen  Warner 

6/3 

Wade  &  Deborah  Bernstein 

6/3 

Terrie  Dagruel 

6/3 

Mark  Raifstanger 

6/3 

Fran  Dagastino 

6/3 

Linda  Steinhacker 

6/10 

John  Hanlon.Jr. 

6/10 

Dave  Arnold 

6/10 

Andrew  Cote' 

6/10 

Dave  Arnold 

6/10 

Fred  Steinberg 

6/10 

Paul  Harvey 

6/10 

Paul  Harvey 

6/10 

Gary  Gillligan 

6/12 

Al  Rothermel 

6/12 

Rosa  Brunnschweiler 

6/16 

Daniel  O'Keefe 

6/16 

Kevin  Hyams 

6/16 

Fran  Dagastino 

6/16 

Robert  &  Anna  James 

6/16 

Scudder  Graybcal 

6/16 

Raymond  Wells 

6/16 

Jerry  Morey 

6/17 

Walter  Chatham 

6/17 

H&M  Realty  Trust 

245  Undermountain  Rd. 

48  S.  Main  St. 
29  Laurel  Lane 
353  Miller  Ave 
664  Silver  St. 
94  Root  Lane 

1 347  N.  Main  St. 

206  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

1 260  County  Rd. 

898  Hewins  St. 

245  N.  Undermountain  Rd. 

334  Lime  Kiln  Rd. 

725  N.  Main  St. 

49  Curtis  Rd. 

86  Plymouth  Lane 

25  Bunce  Rd. 

463  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

l47S.MainSt_ 

1 06  Wells  Lane 

527  Sheffield  Plain  Rd. 

I  18  Galvin  Farm  Trail 

1 624  County  Rd. 

70  Depot  Sq. 

1 624  County  Rd. 

54  Rannapo  Rd. 

1 50  Clayton  Rd. 

150  Clayton  Rd. 

41  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

635  N.  Main  St. 

1025  Boardman  St. 

3l7AlumHillRd. 

928  Sheffield-Egermont  Rd. 

1 06  Wells  Lane 

5 1  Cobble  Lane 

36  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

I  I  Maple  Ave. 

221  Alum  Hid  Rd. 

99  Park  Lane 

1480  Silver  St. 


Description                                  1 

Fee 

Est.  value 

Temporary  tents 

$125 

NA 

Structural  porch  repairs 

$50 

$3,000 

200  sq.ft.  accessory  storage  building 

$50    ■ 

$1,500 

240  sq.ft  alterations 

$50 

$4,000 

One-story  addition  with  alterations 

$286.20 

$150,500 

Accessory  outbuilding 

$50 

$7,000 

Photovoltaic  solar  panel  installation 

$50 

$25,000 

1,344  sq.ft.  addition 

$268.80 

$120,000 

Replace  roof  finishes 

$25 

$4,500 

Two  agricultural  run-in  sheds 

$50 

$6,000 

Accessory  maintenance  building 

$6,325 

$900,895 

Replace  and  expand  porch 

$50 

$3,500 

Sign  permit 

$25 

NA 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

$25 

$8,877 

820  sq.ft.  addition 

$164 

$35,000 

768  sq.ft.  garage 

$92.16 

$37,900 

Window  replacement 

$50 

$5,800 

Chimney  liner  installation 

$25 

$2,000 

Patio  enclosure  on  existing  deck 

VOID 

$6,000 

Sign  permit 

$25 

NA 

Agricultural  accessory  building 

$720 

$300,000 

Replacement  windows 

$50 

$13,000 

Accessory  building  alterations 

$50 

$3,500 

Install  siding  and  trim 

$50 

$22,818 

Sun  room  addition 

$187 

$20,000 

Interior  alterations 

$68.15 

$8,000 

Sun  room  addition 

$50 

$16,373 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

$25 

$2,500 

Two  stairs  from  second  floor 

$50 

$8,450 

Temporary  tent 

$25 

NA 

Partial  basement  finish 

$50 

$4,000 

Pellet  stove  installation 

$25 

$4,000 

Patio  enclosure  on  existing  deck 

$56 

$6,000 

Demolition  of  chimney 

$25 

NA 

260  sq.ft  deck. 

$65 

$5,600 

Exterior  wheelchair  lift 

$50 

$15,950 

Repair  structural  storm  damage 

$80 

$39,000 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

$25 

$5,200 

Install  boiler  with  flue  liner 

$25 

$4,000 

25 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


April 

22     Fern  &  Elliot  Capnick  to  Susan  Zucco  and  Ralph  G.  Lombardyjr., 
property  at  4 1 4  South  Undermountain  Rd.,  $80,000 

29     Barry  Emberlin,  Successor  Trustee,  to  JCAVCO  II,  LLC,  property 
at  North  Main  St.,  $240,000 

May 

2       Ruth  M.  Ziegler  to  Tank  Acres,  LLC,  property  at  1820  North  Main 
St.,  $150,000 


21      Angelina  &  Alfred  Marino  to  Albin  S.  &  Bertha  L  Rothermel, 

property  at  635  North  Main  St,  $244,000 
23     Daniel  J.  &  Leisa  J.  Maghery  to  Carol  Maghery  Nominee  Trust, 

property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $52,225 

29  Paul  J.  Sullivan  and  Barbara  J.  Murphy  to  Charles  and  Lori 
Weinstein,  property  at  230  Brush  Hill  Rd.,  $805,000 

30  Martha  LViera  to  Martha  LViera  and  Susan  Rosenthal,  property 
at747Polikoff  Rd.,$l25,000 


April 

1 9    Brush  fire;  mutual  aid  for  Great 
Barrington  Fire  Dept.Alarm  time 
1:48pm.  In  service  4:00pm. 
Mutual  aid  for  Falls  Village  Fire  Dept. 
Alarm  time  6:09pm.  In  service  8:02pm. 
Garage  fire  on  Alum  Hill  Rd.  Alarm  time 
3:06pm.  In  service  3:57pm. 


22 


25 


May 


15 


15 


Alarm  at  Undermountain  Elementary 

School.  Alarm  time  I  1:00am.  In  service 

11:15am. 

Chimney  fire  on  Hillside  Lane.  Alarm 

time  6: 1 6pm.  In  service  7:22pm. 

Fire  alarm  at  Town  Hall.  Alarm  time 

1 2:55am.  In  service  1 :26am. 

False  alarm  on  Main  St.  Alarm  time 

2: 1  I  am.  In  service  2: 1 5am. 


FIRE  LOG— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

1 6    Alarm  caused  by  burnt  food  on  County 
Rd.  Alarm  time  9:25am.  In  service  9:34am 

1 8    Carbon  monoxide  alarm  on  West  Rd. 
Alarm  time  5:45pm.  In  service  6:15pm. 

25  Check  out  campfire  on  Alum  Hill  Rd. 
Alarm  time  8:35pm.  In  service  8:45pm. 

26  Wires  down  after  auto  accident  on 
Polikoff  Rd.  Alarm  time  4:47pm.  In 
service  5:14am. 

30    Alarm  caused  by  burnt  food  at 

Kolburne  School.  Alarm  time  4:20pm.  In 
service  4:41pm. 

June 

8      Smoke  detector  on  Silver  St.Alarm  time 
I  1 :20pm.  In  Service  I  1 :47pm. 

10    Transformer  fire  on  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  Alarm  time  10:07pm.  In  service 
I  1 :22pm. 


1 0    Mutual  aid  for  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept 

Alarm  time  1 0:23pm.  In  service  1 0:28pm. 
1 0    Tree  down  on  Home  Rd.  Alarm  time 

1 0:41pm.  In  service  I  1:29pm. 
I  I     Alarm  on  Dewey  Way.  Alarm  time 

5:32am.  In  service  5:5 1  am. 
I  I     False  alarm  at  Historical  Society.  Alarm 

time  2: 1 0pm.  In  service  2: 1 0 

1 6  Mutual  aid  for  Egremont  Fire  Dept. 
on  the  Appalachian  Trail.  Alarm  time 
8:3 1  am.  In  service  I  1 :05am. 

1 7  Alarm  caused  by  burnt  food  at  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  School  District  Alarm 
time  5:08pm.  In  service  5:26pm. 

19     Mutual  aid  for  Lakeville  Fire  Dept. Alarm 
time  2:20am.  In  service  2:44am. 

25  Mutual  aid  for  Great  Barrington  Fire 
Dept.  Alarm  time  9:02pm.  In  service 
I  1:32pm. 


AMPO    DE5  FEORI 
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"Money  Does  Grow  on  Trees" 

Are  rising  real  estate  taxes  getting  harder  to 
pay?  If  you  own  wooded  property,  the  answer 
may  be  as  close  as  your  trees. 

R.J.  Beham  Forest  Products  specializes  in 
harvesting  trees  in  an  environmentally  sen- 
sitive manner.  Our  experienced  crews  are  li- 
censed and  insured,  and  our  diverse  log  mar- 
kets allow  us  to  offer  you  the  hightest  prices 
for  your  standing  timber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  no-cost,  no-obli- 
gation evaluation  of  your  forest,  give  our  li- 
censed forester  a  call  at  (413)  229-2182,  or 
stop  by  our  log  yard  at  53  Clayton  Road, 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  and  we  will  be  happy  to  ar- 
range a  site  visit. 
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Calendar  Page 


July 

4  INDEPENDENCE  DAY 

6  Old  Parish  rings  350  bells  (p.  10) 
12  Hazardous  waste  disposal  (p.  14) 

12  Berkshire  Choral  Festival  concert  (p.  6) 

1 6  Senior  center  trip  (p.  1 8) 

1 8  Senior  center  Library  gathering  (p.  1 8) 

19  Berkshire  Choral  Festival  concert  (p.  6) 

21  Economic  Development  Task  Force  public  meeting  (p.  15) 

26  Historical  Society  show  reception  (p.  20) 

26  Berkshire  Choral  Festival  concert  (p.  6) 
30  Paint  disposal  (p.  14) 

30  Historical  Society  garden  party  (p.  20) 

August 

2  Berkshire  Choral  Festival  concert  (p.  6) 

7  Senior  center  trip  (p.  18) 

8  Old  Parish  Antiques  show  opens  (p.  I) 

1 5  Sheffield  Times  deadline  for  events  and  ads 

17  New  dump  stickers  required  (p.  14) 

27  Registration  deadline  for  state  primary  (p.  18) 

September 

6  Sheffield  Fair  and  Sheffield  in  Celebration  (p.  25) 

20  Centennial  of  Sheffield  Center  School  (p.  1 3) 


See  also  the  listings  for  Sheffield  Kiwanis  (p.  22)  and 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  24) 


L 
r  ■ 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEPENDS  | 

ON  COMMUNITY  SUPPORT 

If  you  send  a  donation,  you  can  get  the  Sheffield  Times 

maiiled  to  you.  Donations  are  tax-deductible.  i 

Please,  use  the  coupon  below. 

J 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number -i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.    *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Tues.  7am-1pm 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview 
Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  1pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30am 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-7  pm 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-l2pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES, YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of  _ 


made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
U  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
U  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


Ll  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent,  and  wewon't  add  to 
your  recycling  pile!  Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


L_    —    —    —    —    _.-    —    —    _____________ 


__    —   _ —    J 


27 


PR.SRT  STD 

AUTO 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 
SHEFFIELD,  MA 
PERMIT  NO.  4 


Coming  the  first  weekend  in  September! 


oasf  | 


i 


h 


Q, 


T)  Lelebpafion 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  6 

Ije      iela  PaiP  ®  J^iwai)is  ©fea^  ®< 

at  the  Town  Park  on  Miller  Ave. 


i 


At  the  Fair  (12-6pm):  music,  food,  exhibits,  kids'  activities! 
At  the  Steak  Roast  (6-8pm):  more  music,  great  food! 


Joii)f  Lrjief  s  at  Dewey  Hall,  8p 


m 


See  page  25  for  details! 


i 


Sheffield 

TUVJGES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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